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Radovan Nikšić and Ninoslav Kučan 

Workers’ University
competition project, 1955
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Golden Lane 
Project, 1952



Nikšić and Kučan: Workers’ University, competition project, 1955



Postwar 
Yugoslavia



“workers’ self-management”
as Yugoslavia’s socio-economic experiment



“workers’ self-management” → “communal self-management”



“workers’ self-
management 
meeting”

Rade Končar 
Factory, Zagreb



Avenue of the Proletarian Brigades, Zagreb, 1950s
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Avenue of the Proletarian Brigades, Zagreb, 1950s



Avenue of the Proletarian Brigades, Zagreb, 1950s



Avenue of the Proletarian 
Brigades, 1950s



Avenue of the Proletarian 
Brigades, 1950s



Radovan Nikšić and Ninoslav Kučan 

Workers’ University
competition project, 1955



Nikšić and Kučan: Workers’ University, competition project, 1955

“horizontal skyscraper”



Nikšić and Kučan:

Workers’ University, competition project, 1955

ground floor plan first floor plan



Nikšić and Kučan:

Workers’ University, 
competition project, 1955



Programmatic organization of 
Workers’ University, 1956



Nikšić and Kučan: 
Workers’ University, 
competition project, 
1955



1955 competition scheme

1961 realization

↓



1955 competition scheme 1961 realization
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positions of vertical communications 
1961
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basic unit – classroom 
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►

▲
basic units form spatial sectors
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▲
central higher volume
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main entrance
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▲
large lecture hall



►

▲
administration and offices
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main auditorium
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Interiors

Bernardo Bernardi



Interiors

Bernardo Bernardi

“total plastic reality”







“The Fortress of Knowledge”





multiple accesses

►



vs.









Ninoslav Kučan: “The building has its 
identity, it has its inner and outer harmony, it 
relates actively to the exterior context, but its 
every inner space relates adequately also to 
itself, to its neighboring spatial unit, and to 
the entire interior field.”



Aldo van Eyck:

“architecture as configurative discipline”



Aldo van Eyck:

“architecture as configurative discipline”

“reciprocal phenomena” 



Aldo van Eyck:

“architecture as configurative discipline”

“reciprocal phenomena” → identity



Workers’ University:

attained its own “labyrinthine clarity”



Workers’ University:

attained its own “labyrinthine clarity”

city ↔ house

Van Eyck’s “reciprocal phenomenon”:

“House is city and city is house. A city is not a 
city unless it is also a huge house. A house is a 
house only if it is also a tiny city.”



Nikšić presenting his Workers’ University at 
the last CIAM meeting in Otterlo 1959



10th CIAM Meeting, Dubrovnik, 1956



10th CIAM Meeting, Dubrovnik, 1956



Bakema’s proposal for the cultural center of Novi Zagreb, 1965 



Lectures at the Zagreb Faculty of 
Architecture, 1965

Bakema & van den Broek

Project for the Pampus district, Amsterdam, 
1965



Čovjek i prostor: “Bakema in Zagreb”



Čovjek i prostor: “Bakema in Zagreb”

Arhitektura: “Architecture as the Instrument in the Process of Human 
Identification”



Čovjek i prostor: “Bakema in Zagreb”

Arhitektura: “Architecture as the Instrument 
of the Process of Human Identification”
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Movement of the Zagreb Fair from old part of the city to New Zagreb, 
across the Sava river, 1953-1957



American Pavilion, 1957-1958

Soviet Exhibition at 
the Fair, 1960s

The Zagreb International 
Trade Fair, 1953-1957



Proposed design for the 
new American pavilion, 
by Ivan Vitić, 1965

First American pavilion, 
by John Johansen, the 
first spray-on concrete 
building at the Fair, 1956



Zagreb International Trade Fair, 1960s



Aerial view of Zagreb Fair, with various national pavilions, 1960s



The Fair
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Historical Zagreb

Sava River

Avenue of the Proletarian Brigades
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New Zagreb

The Fair
c

Historical Zagreb

Sava River

↓

Avenue of the Proletarian Brigades
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Novi Zagreb

housing settlements



Novi Zagreb

housing settlements

self-managing units

housing cooperatives
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Novi  Zagreb

housing settlements

Zapruđe, 1960s









Zagreb Fair as 
consumption space:

demonstration and 
rehearsal of consumption, 
1950s and 1960s

Novi  Zagreb

Housing Settlements

Zapruđe, 1960s



New center extending from the Fair

↓





New center extending from the Fair

↓



Bakema’s proposal for the center of Novi 
Zagreb, 1965

“core wall buildings”

scheme

sections

plan



Bakema’s proposal for the cultural center of Novi Zagreb, 1965 



1st phase 2nd phase

3rd phase

Bakema’s design for the center of 
Novi Zagreb, 1965 

proposed phases of development 



Bakema’s proposal for the center of Novi 
Zagreb, 1965

“core wall buildings”

scheme

sections

plan



Vriendschapsmodel

Transitional Elements, sketch by Bakema, 1961



Alison and Peter Smithson: UR _ Urban Re-Identification, 1953
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Alison and Peter Smithson: “Identity Grid”



Zagreb Institute for Urbanism

Proposal for the Novi Zagreb Center, 1962





Zagreb Institute for Urbanism

Proposal for the Novi Zagreb Center, 1962





Radovan Nikšić: “Bakema’s Proposal for the Design Solution”, Čovjek i prostor, 1965



Novi Zagreb settlements

Zapruđe, 1965-1968

Utrine, 1968-1974

Travno, 1970-1977

Dugave, 1970-1977

N



Sopot, 1965



Sopot, 1965

housing clusters

mat system of schools and kindergartens



Siget “Housing Colony” – low-rise high-density single-storey houses



Travno

“core wall buildings”



Travno

“core wall buildings”

+

low row-houses of the garden-
city principle



Dugave

“frameworks for 
re-identification”



Dugave

“frameworks for re-identification”
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