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‘Over the past two centuries, the valorization
of urban space has been a key accumulation
strategy for capital and property rights have
gven capitalist firms relatively free reign to
produce urban space to maximize its
exchange value. 1he right to appropriation
confronts capitals ability fo valorize urban
space, establishing a clear priority for the
use value of urban residents over the

exchange value interests of capitalist firms.’
- CASTELLS, 1977

- HARVEY, 1981



HOW DOES
FINANCIALIZATION OF
URBAN SPACE TAKE SHAPE?



MY HOME IS A New technologies allow for new forms of commodification.
COMMODITY! Apps like Airbnb or Uber pump up the exchange value of

our homes, cars etc.

Image source g




Foreign investment in property continues to rise and

WHO OWNS THE CITIES? change the structure of ownership in cities around the

world. Is London still British if according to Saskia Sassen
Qatari sheiks own more of the center than the Queen of

England?
METRO VOLUMES (US$) GROWTH"
o London Metro, United Kingdom 29,370,466,865 37.67%
o New York Metro, United States | 1,364,607,926 68.53%
9 Paris, France | 1,057,422,477 47.75%
o Shanghai, China 10,039,035,493 150.25%
o Sydney, Australia 6,660,953,814 75.81%
o Los Angeles Metro, United States 5,994,728,58 | 65.09%
o Shenzhen, China 4,968,623,569 426.35%
e Tokyo, Japan 4,632,840,984 66.19%
0 Amsterdam/Randstad, Holland 3,991,616,088 248.30%
@ Melbourne, Australia 3,603,892,879 80.01%

Source: Saskia Sassen, lecture Geneva 2015 / Foreign Investment volumes Q3 2013 — Q2 2014



In Holland the proportion of investment in real estate
HOUSING PRICES GROW changed from 70% Dutch between 2004 and 2012 to 60%
foreign between 2013 —2014. Around 14.300 houses that

have been sold for a total of 1.5 billion Euro, half of which
came from the social housing sector.

2004 - 2012 2013 - 2014

Source: Foreign Capital and Dutch Real Estate ABN AMRO report 2015



IS AROOF OVER YOUR
HEAD A HUMAN
RIGHT?

In Spain after the burst of the housing bubble resulting in
mass evictions residents started occupation of vacant
buildings known as the coralla movement. No people
without houses, no houses without people) has become
their official slogan.

érdian, http:// www.the;guardian,com/world/ gallery/2



HOW DOES IT RELATETO Europe has enough vacant homes to house all its homeless

citizens.

THE ACTUAL DEMAND?

Ireland

400,000

Germany

EU's estimated
number of
homeless people

4.1m

Spain

3.4m

Portugal
735,000

SULECES UK LEADATA LOLLATED BV THE EMETY HOMES CARFAIGN SPAIN: 2011 CENSUS FRANCE: INSEE LUVERN
MENT RESTANC= BUHEAID 2012 GERMANY: 2001 CERSUS ITALY: NALIANSTAVISDIL INSTITUT= sSTMATED 2. /M X
2011 UNION CGILESTIMATED IMIN 2012 PORTUGAL: 2011 CENSUS IRELAND: IRISH NATIONKAL INSTITUTE CF RELION.
AL AND SEATIAL ANALYELS TNIRSA) 2012 GREECE: HELLENIC PROFENTY FECZRATION JEOMIDAY S5 T IMATE 2012

Image source: Photograph: The Guardian, Scandal of Europe's 1 1m empty homes, 23/02/2014, http://goo.gl/9t8]Mr
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GOVERNMENTS “V-\(/ihil? I.‘edl-lc(ijl’.lg. éhelbudiet deficit f:/.as his “duty”,thel
said giving individuals and communities more contro
BACK OUT

over their destinies was what excited him and was
something that had underpinned his philosophy since
he became Conservative leader in 2005.” - BBC News
on launch of Cameron’s Big Society

Work. Dishes.
Dressing the Kids.
Now he wants youto
run the school and
hospital as well.

What exactly will he he doing?

Image source: http://politicalscrapbook.net/2010/04/david-camerons-big-society-in-full/



C O M M U N |T| E S The bottom-up rhetoric diverts our attention away
PICK UP from commitments of the state and city governments.

Image source: http://atenistas.org ., Image source: Learning from Cairojp.82

In Athens volunteer workers transformed empty Al-Mu'tamidiya community in Cairo built four access
plots to a set of public squares ramps to the city’s 45-mile ring road.



I needed to find myself
a hobby so I decided I
will count the rights
that citizens are
nowadays losing every
single day mostly to
the advantage of
multinational
corporations.




AMATEURISM
IS AN ATTITUDE




e
A M AT E U R S Amateurism is all about love!

v Dictionary

amateur | ‘amstar, - tor, - CHoor, -CHar

noun
a person who engages in a pursuit, especially a sport, on an unpaid basis.
» a person considered contemptibly inept at a particular activity: that bunch of stumbling amateurs.

adjective
engaging or engaged in without payment; nonprofessional: an amafeur archacologist | amateur athletics.
» inept or unskillful: it's all so amateur!

DERIVATIVES
amateurism | - rizam | noun

ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from French, from Italian amatore, from Latin amator Tover,’ rom amare %o love.’

¥ Thesaurus

amateur

noun

1 the erew were all amateurs: NONPROFESSIONAL, nonspecialist, layman, layperson; dilettante; informal greenhorn.
ANTONYMS professional.
2 what a bunch of amateurs: BUNGLER, incompetent, bumbler. ANTONYMS expert.

adjective
1 an amateur sportsman: NONPROFESSIONAL, nonspecialist, lay; dilettante.
2 their amateur efforts: INCOMPETENT, inept, unskillful, inexpert, amateurish, clumsy, maladroit, bumbling.



A M AT E U R S We tend to associate amateurs with people who are not professionals. But
sometimes, that seems a bit unfair, doesn't it?
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Love is like politics in that it’s not a
professional affair. There are no professionals
in love, and none in real politics.

ALAIN BADIOU |

") /44)/4

/,,,



0
.
-
-
- n - A
&
- - .
.
&
g - '

R

¥

o £l ;a-.i'l..“l F E
Ty w5

=l

vy e

Yoo

[ ]
I ITAAYY Y ey a0

- A mad - P =
o me= - - ,
- !-.1.“"‘_-‘_' ! ‘BQ -



What if you are stuck h
behind your screen

(| with nothing to share?)

.
O
(What if the nanny A
state would stop
Gaking care of us? |

What if glitches would

manifest themselves in
the physical world?

J










We Can Do It!

publications?
research?
exhibitions?
workshops?
debates?



common ground?

Architecture is not about the conditions of design
but about the design of conditions.

Bernard Tschumi, Advertisements for Architecture



EXPOSE HYPOCRISY

BRING THE MARGINALISED TO LIGHT
OCCUPY GREY ZONES

CREATE TEMPORARY COMMUNITIES
RAISE AWARENESS

PROVIDE THE TOOLS (for any of the above)
BE / BUILD THE ALTERNATIVE



a _ . Critical Imagination ON AMATEUR CITIES Straight from twitter:
m q e u r ARCHIVE This week Amateur Cities takes off to

The Unmasters CONTRIBUTORS Genoa to take part in New Generations
e] e y s cava Festival. Cristina Ampatzidou and...
EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
O I I Ies Wishful Thinking SORTET https://t.co/lZTBOXIGET
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WISHFUL THINKING CRITICAL IMAGINATION

BRETT SCOTT
GIUSEPPE LICARI
Bringing the Jungle to the City

Wild Gold, 2014
The ambiguities of urban dynamics and the interfaces that connect and

What if nature would escape the exploitation and control disconnect us from the larger context and from each other.
imposed upon it in the cities?

Read More >>
Read More >>

WISHFUL THINKING

WISHFUL THINKING




Amateur
Cities

Connecting city thinkers
to city makers.

Cristina Ampatzidou

Ania Molenda

www.amateurcities.com
@amateurcities

YOU!




