
Understanding the Global 
Warming Debate -  
A Skeptic’s View 

“Fewer scientific problems are so often discussed, 
yet so rarely decided by proofs, as whether 
climatic relations have changed over time.”  
                                      Joachim von Schouw, 1826. 
      
“ 



Skepticism 

      
“Skeptical scrutiny is the means, in both science 

and religion, by which deep insights can be 
winnowed from deep nonsense.”  

   Carl Sagan 
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Years before present 

Roughly 9200 of the last 10,000 years were warmer than today 

The Greenland ice borehole record is a measure of temperature.  



Stipulations 

 Scientists have unanimous agreement about a 
few things:  

  

 Temperatures may be rising  
 the planet's climate is a complex and dynamic 

system with countless variables 
 ie. climate changes.  

 CO2 levels are increasing. 
 The greenhouse effect is real. 



Skeptic’s Position 
 CO2  concentrations are increasing due to the burning of 

fossil fuels 
  Temperatures may be rising  (probably are) 

 But we really don’t know for certain or how much 
 We really don’t know why 
 Increased CO2  should cause an increase in temp. 

 Our knowledge of Climate is poor 
 Predictability is poor 
 Huge differences between models and reality 

 Claims of disaster are unwarranted 
  Proposed solutions are ill-advised 

 
 



 



Climate Sensitivity 
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Climate  
Sensitivity 



Climate Feedbacks 



Climate Sensitivity 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Where is water vapor? 



Climate Change Prediction 

 Increased CO2 leads to warming  
 Increased warming leads to increased 

evaporation  
 Increased atmospheric water leads to more 

warming 
 Increased warming leads to increased 

evaporation . . . . . . .  
 Runaway 



Climate Change Prediction 

 Runaway greenhouse effect has not happened  
 Why? 

 
 Feedbacks are complex;  for example 

 More water leads to more greenhouse warming 
 More water leads to more clouds – reflects sunlight 
 More water leads to more snow  -  reflects sunlight 
 Clouds can also warm (cloudy days in winter are warm) 

 
 We don’t even know the SIGN of the net effect of an 

increase in water vapor 
  

 Climate models have mostly positive feedbacks 



 



Climate Change Controversy 

 Increased CO2 will lead to higher temperatures 
 Undisputed fact 

 
 What is disputed is:  By how much? 

 
 Truth is:  We haven’t a clue 



Climate Models Fail to Predict Warming Trends 



Tropospheric Warming  
in the Tropics 





Climate Sensitivity 
    Temperature Projections from CO2 

 



Climate Sensitivity 
    Temperature Projections with Feedback 



Climate Sensitivity 
    Temperature Projection back in time 



Historical Record 

 



Uncertainty in the Temperature Measurements 



 
Urban Heat Island Effect 
These two stations are 67 miles apart. 



The Effect 
of Where 
We 
Measure 



Which is the Correct Record? 
 
 



Difference Between Raw and Final  
USHCN Data Sets 



Adjusting the Data 

USHCN Version 2000  USHCN Version 2007  

Difference 



Changes May 2008 to May 2015 

 



Number of times each Temperature 
Record has been changed in the last 5 
years 



“Adjusting” the Data 













How Do You Find Reliable Data? 

There is only one climate data set for which 
 the data used to create the set is completely known,  
 the raw data is freely available  
 it is known what corrections have been applied & why 
 the computer code used to adjust the data is public 
 
 



What does this mean? 

The published temperature records are compromised 
 
 
This does not mean that the earth is not warming. 
 probably is:   0.1-0.3 C/century 
 
The lack of reliable long term temperature records 
means we cannot tell if CO2 is affecting the climate. 
 



Temperature Rise is Due Only to CO2 



Temperature Rise is Due Only to CO2 



Temperature Rise is Due Only to CO2 



Temperature Rise is Due Only to CO2 



Temperature Rise is Due Only to CO2 



Climate Disasters 



 
 
 
In 2001, 
Climate Change 
Modelers predicted 
England would 
never again have  
snow in winter. 
 
 
MODIS photo, 
December, 2009 



Problem of Falsifiability 
 
 
 

Normally, if a theory predicts “X” and “X” doesn’t 
happen, then the theory is considered not 
proven. 

 

If it doesn’t snow, it is proof of climate change, if it 
does snow, it is proof of climate change. 

 
When California has a drought, it will be 

permanent because of climate change.  When 
rain and flooding comes, ….. Climate change. 

 
  



Hurricane Events 



Sea Level Rise 



Damage Due to Extreme Events 



Extreme Drought Events 



Extreme Wet Events 



Extreme Events – Tornados 



Effects on Crops 



Climate Migration 

 



Common Problems with 
Catastrophic Studies 

  Measurement Technology Bias  
 Tornados & Hurricanes 
 Ocean Acidification 

 

 One sample makes a trend   
 Katrina 
 Polar Bears  

 

 What is normal ? 
 Glacier Retreat 

 

 Everything looks like a nail  
 Oyster die off 
 Butterfly die off 



The Problem with the Hype 
 

 There are other emissions that are more 
harmful that still need to be addressed 
 

 Driving environmentally stupid behavior  
 Subsidizing corn ethanol / biodiesel 
 Windmills & solar power 
 Biomass Energy 

 

 There are many other areas where more impact 
is possible on more people for less resources. 
 



To Sum Up 

  The predicted amount of warming is unlikely  
 

 The impending catastrophe is unproven 
 

 To demand extraordinary changes to our 
economies and way of life requires 
extraordinary proof that just isn’t there. 
 

 There is no compelling need to remake our 
societies. 



Thank You !!           

 “Facts are stubborn things; and whatever 
may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the 
dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the 
state of facts and evidence.” 

 

                                  John Adams, 1770 
 

https://stubbornfacts.wordpress.com/about/about-the-title/
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