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Introduction

• The Arab League of Educational, Cultural and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO) is a
governmental organization working under the
umbrella of the Arab League and it has the
membership of 22 Arab countries.

• ALECSO is leading promising programs related to 
education, culture and science in the Arab world.

• The ICT department of ALECSO initiated several
strategic projects aiming to promote the effective
use of ICT in education.
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Introduction

• Increase the number of youth and adults who 
have relevant skills

• Ensure equal access to all levels of education 
and vocational training for the vulnerable, 
including persons with disabilities, indigenous 
peoples and children in vulnerable situations

• Build and upgrade education facilities that are 
child, disability and gender sensitive and 
provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and 
effective learning environments for all



“The remarkable advances in Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT) and the rapid
expansion of internet connectivity have made today’s
world increasingly interconnected and made the
knowledge more accessible for every girl and boy,
woman and man. To achieve the goal of Inclusive and
Equitable Quality Education and Lifelong Learning by
2030, ICT must be harnessed to strengthen education
systems, knowledge dissemination, information access,
quality and effective learning, and more efficient service
provision”.
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(From the Qingdao Declaration, which is the first 
global declaration, on ICT in education)



Overview of ALECSO ICT PROJECTS

• Smart Learning

• OER & MOOCs

• Cloud Computing for Education

• Accessibility (students with disabilities)

• ALECSO-Apps (Mobile Apps empowerment in Arab 

countries)



Vision – Policy –
Strategy – Action 

plan 
Raising Awareness Capacity Building

Smart Learning Environments
Smart Tools, Devices, Applications, 

E-Learning, M-Learning, U-LearningOERs, Online Courses, MOOCs..

The ALECSO Smart Learning Framework

BYOD, BYOT, Big Data
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Alignment with post-2015 education agenda

Technologies

Open Learning

Mobile Technologies

Cloud Computing

Educational resources

Digital Educational content

Online Learning

ICT-CFT Framework

Best Practices / OEP

21st Century Skills

Vision and Preparedness

Learning :
Personalized, 

Learner-focused, 
Flexible,

Accessible, 
Engaged, 
Effective, 

Thoughtful,
lifelong …



9

Status of ICT use in education and 
Smart Learning in the Arab region
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Smart Learning in the Arab region



Guidelines for Formulating National Strategies on 
Smart Learning

• The Guide provides a framework and
methodology for the development of
national strategy for smart learning,
action-plan and monitoring system.

• It is targeted for use by the Ministries
of Education and the Ministries of ICT
for various countries in the Arab
region.

• The Guide aims to help developing
infrastructure and policies for smart
learning, irrespective of the current
level of ICT.

www.alecso.org/site/sectors/ict.html



Key Issues
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Policy development, Raising

awareness and capacity building

Technological infrastructure

(mobile access, cloud computing,

smart classroom infrastructure)

and digital educational content

Open learning

ALECSO/ITU Smart Learning Forum, 
Dubai-UAE, 14-16 Dec. 2015



1. Fostering the mobile industry by promoting the

development and use of Mobile Apps for all :

ALECSO Apps

2. Promoting the development and use of open

educational resources (OER) and Open Online

Courses (MOOCs, SPOCs, etc.)

3. Promoting the adoption of Cloud Computing

technology to improve Education

Main Projects



ALECSO-APPS : Mobile 
Initiative for the Arab World 

Mobile Learning

• Mobile learning

• Youth

• Arab countries



ALECSO-APPS Key-Components

Mobile learning

ALECSO-Apps Project 

Apps Store

Infrastructure  
Warehouse for 

hosting
educational

Arab content

Apps Editor

Tools for 
creating 

educational 
Arab content

Award

Motivate 
developers to 
create Arab 

Apps

Training

Building 
capacities





Web interfaceAndroid Apps





First step : The design



Second step : Choose colors



Third step : Create content



Fourth step : Choose icon and splash-screen



Final step : download the APK





The award concerns 4 domains:
Education, culture, Sciences and educational games





Number of 
participants

1350
Number of countries

Number of winners in the 
regionals competitions

Number of 
accepted Apps

510

19

56

تونس

المملكة العربية السعودية

مصر

المملكة المغربية

فلسطين

الجزائر

المملكة الأردنية الهاشمية

الإمارات المتحدة العربية

قطر

عمان

العشر دول الأكثر مشاركة

Dubai 2016





Capacity building

Face to face training (Workshops)



On Line training (MOOC)



ALECSO M-Developer

Blended training
(ALECSO M-Developer Project)

 Develop a capacity in the 
realm of mobile technology 
for 500 students enrolled in 
the Tunisian universities.



ALECSO M-Developer

• The M-Developer program is a specific hybrid 
training program.

• It aims to build a capacity in the realm of 
mobile technology for 500 students enrolled 
in the Tunisian universities.



ALECSO M-Developer

Blended learning

Learning using a 
SPOC

Face-to-face 
Workshops 

(Groups of 25 
students)

5 Days (6h/Day)6 Weeks

Coaching
Using the ALECSO 

plateform

8 Weeks



ALECSO M-Developer M-Developer 
MOOC (SPOC)



The ALECSO OER project

 Different levels of awareness and aptitudes of using and
developing OER in the Arab countries, in the absence of an explicit
vision or policy to empower and encourage such movement.

 Towards promoting the use and development of Open
Educational Resources in the Arab region for :

- Better access to education;
- More opportunities for individual anytime and anywhere
learning;
- Extra learner-centred focus;
- Life-long learning promotion;
- Flexible, adaptive and engaged learning;
- High quality online educational content development.



What are Open Educational Resources (OER)?



What are Open Educational Resources (OER)?

Any educational resource that may be 
freely accessed, copied, re-used, 

adapted and shared

….available on an open license or in 
the public domain for use without 

paying royalties/license fees
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OER

Textbooks

Curricula

Lecture notes

Assignments

Tests

Multimedia
applications 

(videos, audio, 
animation)

The term OER was firstly coined at

UNESCO's 2002 Forum on Open

Courseware and in 2012, OER was

formally adopted at the 2012

World Open Educational Resources

(OER) Congress held at the UNESCO

Headquarters in Paris.
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Creative Commons (CC), which is a non-

profit organization, has released 

several copyright-licenses known 

as Creative Commons licenses free of 

charge to the public. These licenses 

allow creators to communicate which 

rights they reserve, and which rights 

they waive for the benefit of recipients 

or other creators. 

most free

least free
Dr Cable Green, Director 

Global Learning, Creative 

Commons

CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSES

Open Licensing



The ALECSO OER project

The promotion of open educational resources at Pan-Arabic level
presents several benefits related primarily to OER’:
 Exchange: OER can be exchanged widely across borders of the

different Arab countries;
 Scope: OER that are developed at Pan-Arabic level have a wider

scope, since they are not driven only by local/national needs or
requirements;

 Community: educational communities across borders of the
different Arab countries can be created around OER, which can lead
to the exchange of good educational practices;

 Quality: OER that are developed and promoted at Pan-Arabic level
can increase their quality through extensive authentic use,
reflections and modifications from communities of educational
practitioners.



Promoting Open Educational
Resources in the Arab region

 Three main milestones are defined:

 Policies for OER: to support different stakeholders in Arab countries
towards using and developing OER at both national and Pan-Arabic
level.

 Raise Awareness and capacity building on OER: It is of the utmost
importance to raise awareness, inform and train different stakeholders
about the added value of OER and their expected benefits in accessing
and enhancing education.

 Technical Infrastructure: offering a Pan-Arabian OER Infrastructure
where teachers will be able to search and retrieve suitable OER. The
proposed infrastructure could be deployed nationally at different Arab
counties (as national OER Portals) and then it could be integrated into a
federated Pan-Arabian infrastructure promoting interoperability of
these national OER portals.



ALECSO participated and/or co-organized the following seminars and
workshops:

 The regional seminar on Open Educational Resources for GCC States and
Yemen, held in Doha, Qatar - 18-19 March 2015, Organized by UNESCO and
funded by William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.

 The UNESCO-ALECSO inception meeting on ‘ICT-CFT: contextualization
harnessing OER’, held in Tunis, Tunisia, 17-18 August 2015. This meeting
brought together senior national representatives from seven Arab countries :
Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Mauritania, Morocco, Sudan, and Tunisia as well as
regional and international experts .

 The OER National Meeting in Doha, Qatar October, 27th – 28th 2015. This
meeting was organized by the UNESCO Doha office and the Ministry of
Education in Qatar.

Collaboration on Regional and 
International OER activities



 The international expert meeting, towards preparing the OIF action plan on
OER. The workshop was held in Tunis 18-20 November 2015, and organized
by the International Organization of Francophonie OIF, with the collaboration
of the Virtual University of Tunis and participation of UNESCO and ALECSO
Organizations.

Open Educational Resources



OER Competency Framework 
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OER Competency Framework 

D1 . Become familiar with OER

D2. Searching  OER

D3. Using OER

D4. Creating OER

D5. Sharing OER





- Exploratory Workshop on the Use of Open Educational Resources (OERs) for Arab States, 
21 – 22 November 2016, Amman, Jordan (With the Support of: UNESCO Beirut Office, 
UNESCO Amman Office, ALECSO, and UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Information for All 
Programme (IFAP)

Open Educational Resources

- Open Educational Resources Road Map Meeting, held in Paris, 30-31 March 2016,
and organized by UNESCO.



Open Educational Resources
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Open Educational Resources

#
Activity Responsibility Deadline

1 Finalise OER Arab Forum project
proposals

Group leaders 25/11/2016

2 UNESCO to review proposals and alert 
those groups who are successful.

Paul Hector (UNESCO 

Cairo Office)

12/12/2016

3 Successful projects given a space on the
Moodle server to coordinate resources

ALECSO 10/01/2017

4 OER Forum given opportunity to
present at Doha OER regional meeting

COL/UNESCO Cairo 31/01/2017

5 National lists of Arabic/ French/
English OER (Creative Commons licensed)

delivered to ALECSO for the Arab OER

Directory

National
Representatives

31/12/2016

6 UNESCO to supply any capacity
building, linking to experts, platform 

development required for the successful 

completion of projects

UNESCO Cairo
Office

31/12/2016

7 First progress report submitted Successful group 
leaders

31/03/2017

Initial activity plan for Arab OER Forum



 The implementation of the project of ICT-CFT contextualization
harnessing OER in Tunisia in 2017.

National consultation 
Workshop in Tunisia
15 &16 Feb. 2017

Open Educational Resources



ICT COMPETENCY FRAMEWORK FOR TEACHERS (ICT CFT) 
CONTEXTUALIZATION HARNESSING

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER)

Inception Meeting
Consensus on expected results; 

Overview of key  ICT in Ed. Teacher 
Education and OER issues

National Consultation 
Workshop 

Stakeholder consensus on the 
elements of the National 
Implementation Strategy 

National Implementation Strategy

Roadmap for developing OER - based teacher 
training  materials linked to national ICT Teacher 
standards (tagged to the ICT CFT) ,  implementing 

training activitities

Courseware Development

capacity building  on the 
development of development of 

OER Materials  

Quality Asssurance

External evaluation of the 
programme and revision in 
light of recommendations

Teacher Training
Use of Teacher Training materials 

for capacity building on the 
effective use of ICT for Education

Monitoring and Evaluation

Development of recommendations 
for programme improvement and 
programme 're-set' for next round



Activités Dates

1. Finalisation de la Stratégie 

nationale (résultats de la 

réunion)

15 Mars 2017

2. Finalisation des objectifs 

des compétences à adresser

15 Mars 2017

3 . Identification du groupe 

de développeurs de 

ressources 

A définir lors d’une réunion fin Mars/début 

Avril 2017  entre  ALECSO et le Ministère de 

l’Education

4. Développement des 

ressources 

Ateliers : 

• Réunion de préparation pour le cahier de 

charge (fin Mars)

• Avril (plan de cours)

• Septembre (validation finale du contenu)

• Travail sur les ressources Avril à Sept 2017

Planning Provisoire : TIC/Référentiel REL Tunisie





Soon …



ALECSO Initiative for Arab refugees education 
through ICT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yj3YWfhtqK8&index=2&list=PL0nx87MhrisWuqZwQbncvxX4hxUfPVoF5


http://www.alecso.org/wcag2.0/

http://www.alecso.org/inclusive_ict/



UNESCO Mobile Learning Week

20-24 March 2017

ALECSO  WORKSHOP

ALECSO Initiatives to promote 

inclusive Education through 

Mobile technologies and ICT for all
22 March 2017 – UNECSO Headquarter, Paris, FRANCE



http://www.alecso.org/site/pdf/OER_ALECSO_Translation.pdf

Open Educational Resources: 

Innovation, Research and Practice



- M. Jemni and M. K. Khribi. The ALECSO Smart Learning Framework. In Proceedings of International Conference

on Smart Learning Environments, ICSLE 2016. Tunis, Tunisia September 28-30 2016.

- M. Jemni and M. K. Khribi. Toward empowering Open and Online Education in the Arab world through OER

and MOOCs. In Open Education: from OERs to MOOCs, M. Jemni, Kinshuk and M.K. Khribi, (Eds.), Springer

Lecture Notes in Educational Technology series, 2016.

- M. Jemni, M. K. Khribi, A. Othman, O. Elghoul and K. Jaballah. AlecsoApps: Toward Empowering Mobile

Applications Development in the Arab World. In the Proceedings of Second International Conference on Smart

Learning Environments, ICSLE 2015, published by Springer. Sinaia, Romania September 23-25 2015.

- M. Jemni, Kinshuk and M.K. Khribi. Open Education: from OERs to MOOCs, Springer Lecture Notes in

Educational Technology series, 2016, ISBN 978-3-662-52925-6.

- E. Popescu, Kinshuk, M.K. Khribi, R. Huang, M. Jemni, N. S. Chen, and D. G. Sampson. Innovations in smart

learning. Proceedings of the International Conference on Smart Learning Environments, Springer Lecture Notes

in Educational Technology series, 2016, ISBN 978-981-10-2419-1.

- M. Jemni, M.K. Khribi, and S. Maaref. Cloud Computing to improve education in Arab countries. ALECSO-ITU

Edition, 2016.

- M. Jemni, M.K. Khribi, and K. Abdelghanni. Guidelines for formulating national strategies on smart learning.

ALECSO-ITU Edition, 2016.

- M.K. Khribi. Harnessing ICT to promote the Arab Language. ALECSO Edition, December 2014 (available only in

Arabic version).
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Mohamed.jemni@alecso.org.tn


