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1. Introducing the ELAN tool

Around 15 years of development

Developed at the Max-Planck-Institute for
Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen and by partners

Main developer Han Sloetjes (more than 10 years)

Used in particular in the context of:
- Language documentation (DOBES)
- Language acquisition studies (MPI, CHILDES)
- Gesture studies

- Sign language studies
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1. Introducing the ELAN tool

MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE
FOR PSYCHOLINGUISTICS

Home

language
Argchivge

Forums

MAR-PLANCK-
GESELLSCHAFT

Contact

TLA Tools

Other Tools

Lghﬁguage
Archive

The Language Archive:

» Data archive about
languages worldwide

Data creation, management
and exploration tools
Archiving and software
expertise for the Digital
Humanities

A unit of the Max Planck
Institute for Psycholinguistics.
Funded by BBAW, KNAW (in
cooperation with DANS) and
MPG.

The Language Archive » Tools » TLA Tools » ELAN
ELAN is a professional tool for the creation of complex annotations on video and audio resources.

More information Supporting organizations

System requirements
Sources release history

How to cite ELAN

Release history
Third party resources

Download & Demo

;G Download the latest version

<k USA download mirror
& ELAN 4.6.1 with CorpAfroAs extension

Documentation
@ User Guide (Onling)

_User Guide (PDF)
-}_-| User Guide (FDE

Ad Guide

How-to Guide (PDF)

@ Full manual (Online)
_Full manual (PDF})
_}:_-| Full manual (PDF

&
&

search

Quick links
TLAtools
Access the Archive

You are not logged in.
Login/Register

The Language Archive

Max Planck Institute
for Psycholinguistics

Street address:



https://tla.mpi.nl/tools/tla-tools/elan/
https://tla.mpi.nl/tools/tla-tools/elan/
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2. Overview of basic features

- Manual annotation of audio and video recordings
 Several video streams are possible (dialogues...)

 Unlimited tiers for annotating all kind of information
(“linguistic types” go beyond linguistics)

Tiers can repeat for unlimited participants
Hierarchy of tiers; tiers can inherit time marks
Different input methods (support for various scripts)
Multi-tier regular expression search

Several in- and export formats, print

CLARIN 5



-l
2. Overview of basic features
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2. Overview of basic features
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File Edit Annotation Tier

Type Search View Options Window Help
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2. Overview of basic features

Tier ‘Stereotypes’

* none: segments can be freely set (root mother tier):
e.g., transcription on “sentence” level

* symbolic association: segments have identical start-
and endpoints as in the mother tier:
e.g., translation on “sentence” level, glosses for
individual word forms or morphs

* included in: segments can only be created within the
boundaries of a segment on the mother tier:
e.g., certain constituents of a sentence
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2. Overview of basic features

Tier ‘Stereotypes’

 time subdivison: a segment on the mother tier is
completely covered by one or several adjacent
segments; inner boundaries can be freely set:
e.g., individual word forms

* symbolic subdivison: a segment on the mother tier
IS completely covered by one or several adjacent
segments; inner boundaries are not related to times:
e.g., individual morphs within word forms
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2. Overview of basic features

Twin-tool ANNEX (online visualization tool)
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https://corpus1.mpi.nl/ds/annex/runLoader?handle=hdl:1839/00-0000-0000-0005-7843-8&viewType=timeline
https://corpus1.mpi.nl/ds/annex/runLoader?handle=hdl:1839/00-0000-0000-0005-7843-8&viewType=timeline

3. Advanced features

Additional modes:

» Segmentation mode, transcription mode
Interaction with online services:

» Alignment of Transcriptions and Audio (MAUS)

» Automatized recognition of speech vs. silence,
speaker differentiation

* Automatized recognition of moving hands &
heads

ELAN Annotation Format in workflow tools
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4. Desiderata

Flexibility creates a need for standards:

* Which type of information is in a tier?
(tier naming)

* How Is the Information encoded?
(conventions, abbreviations)

Independent of ELAN:
» Automatized transcription (speech recognition)

* Applying NLP-tools to (originally) oral data
(named entity recognition, topic extraction...)
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5. Oral history

« Useful for manual annotation:
transcription, notes, tags

 Using advanced features, automatization
(e.g. alignment of existing transcripts)

* What kinds of annotation are typically needed?
» Template for specific needs for O.H.?

* Are there technical opportunities to improve
ELAN for O.H.?

» Specific metadata for O.H.?
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