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Introduction 
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 Historical works (~1600-
1900) of diverse text types 

 3,036 works (> 670,000 
pages, > 162 million tokens) 

 Manual transcription & TEI 
annotation (double-keying) 

 High text quality 

Deutsches Textarchiv (German Text Archive, DTA) 

www.deutschestextarchiv.de  
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Deutsches Textarchiv (German Text Archive, DTA) 

 Automatic linguistic  
analysis: tokens, lemmas, 
POS, orthography 

 Access & Corpus Queries  
via DTA-Platform  

 Download (CC licenses) 

 CLARIN 

www.deutschestextarchiv.de  
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The TEI Format: DTA Base Format 

 TEI format for the 

annotation of historical 

corpora 

 Schema & documentation 

 Goal: Interoperability 

(avoid ambiguity) 

cf. Haaf et al. 2014/15 
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 Quality Assurance Platform DTAQ 

 Correct texts  

 Report errors 

 Add comments 

 

http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/dtaq 

www.deutschestextarchiv.de  

Deutsches Textarchiv (German Text Archive, DTA) 
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 Digital Dictionary of the 
German Language (DWDS) 

 BBAW Long-term project 

 Corpus-based dictionary 

 www.dwds.de 

Background: DWDS 

Newspaper Corpora: 

Die ZEIT (1946–current, 528m tokens) 

Tagesspiegel (1996–2005, 156m tokens) 

Berliner Zeitung (1994–2005, 237m tokens) 
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Problem Statement 

DTA Core Corpus:  

 Fixed bibliography 

 Various text types (Scientific, 

Functional, Fiction) 

 No periodicals (journals or 

newspapers) 
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Solution: Text Curation (DTAE & CLARIN) 

Current scenario: Curation of digitized newspaper texts from external projects 
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Solution: Text Curation (DTAE & CLARIN) 

Everybody wins: 

 DTA: Newspapers for the corpus 

 Projects: Publication & quality assurance platform, 

connection to other corpora, repository 

 Community: Joining of scattered resources, interoperability, 

comparison of corpora and subcorpora 
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Curation of Periodicals for the DTA 

1. Newspapers 

2. Journals 
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Newspaper Collections: Collaboration 

Mannheim Corpus of Historical 
Newspapers (MKHZ) I & II 

 Partner: Prof. Dr. Stefan 
Engelberg, Prof. Dr. Oliver 
Pfefferkorn, Dr. Peter Fankhauser  
(IDS Mannheim) 

 Project: Digitization of a Corpus of 
Historical Newspapers 

Hamburgischer Correspondent 

 Partner: Team of Prof. Dr. Britt-
Marie Schuster, University of 
Paderborn 

 Project: Digitization of the 
Hamburg Correspondent 
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Newspaper Collections: Collaboration 

Neue Rheinische Zeitung 

 Partner: Dr. Jürgen Herres 

(BBAW) 

 Project: Critical Edition of the 

Complete Works of Karl Marx 

and Friedrich Engels (MEGA) 

Others 

 Augsburger Allgemeine Zeitung 

 (BBAW) 

 Selected newspaper issues 
(Team of Prof. Dr. Thomas 
Gloning, Gießen University) 
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Newspaper Collections to DTA 

Paper Extent Dates Processing for DTA 

MKHZ* I 652 issues from 21 
newspapers 
~5000 pages 

1737-1905 
(mainly 
19th cent.) 

TUSTEP > DTABf 
Article structure 
Article types (partially) 

MKHZ* II 236 issues from 6 np 
~ 1850 pages 

DTA workflow 
Article types 

Hamburgischer 
Correspondent 

204 issues 
1168 pages 

1712-1848 DTA workflow 
Article types 

Neue Rheinische 
Zeitung 

301 issues 
1724 pages 

1848/49 TUSTEP > DTABf 
Article References 

Augsburger 
Allgemeine Zeitung 

127 issues 
2725 pages 

1840 XML > DTABf 

Others 5 np & issues 1597-1813 Other formats > DTABf 

* Mannheimer Korpus Historischer Zeitungen (MKHZ)  
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 1720s, ~30s, ~50s, 1810s, ~60s: less than 5 nps 
 1740s, 1830s, ~40s, ~50s, ~70s: 5 or more nps 
 Other: 1 np 

Newspaper issues within the DTA (online [soon]) 

 1840s: 440 issues 
 without MKHZ II 
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Newspaper Collections to DTA 

Paper Access via DTA 

MKHZ* I Online (DTAQ, 146 issues; others in preparation, due 2016) 
http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/dtaq/book 

MKHZ* II No access yet (currently digitized) 

Hamburgischer 
Correspondent 

Online (DTA): 
http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/search/metadata?corpus=c
orrespondent 

Neue Rheinische 
Zeitung 

Online (for internal use; open access by the end of 2016) 
 

Augsburger 
Allgemeine Zeitung 

No access yet (ready for publication; due 2016) 

Others (from 
different sources) 

Online (DTAQ) 
http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/dtaq/book 

* Mannheimer Korpus Historischer Zeitungen (MKHZ)  
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DTA Periodicals: Journals 

Dingler's Polytechnisches Journal  

 1820–1931 

 77m tokens 

 Partner: Team of Prof. Dr. 

Christian Kassung, HU Berlin 

 Access within DTA : Corpus 

queries 
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DTA Periodica: Journals 

Die Grenzboten  

 1841–1922 

 270 vols, ~180,000 pages 

 Partner: SUB Bremen 

 Processing: OCR (and 

postcorrection) > DTABf (semi-

automatically) 

 Access: currently prepared; 

selected issues via DTAQ 
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Format and Processing 
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Format: DTABf for Newspapers 

• Newspaper-specific additions  

• to the DTABf schema 

• to the DTABf documentation 

• Additional tagging solutions  

• for types of newspaper articles 
<div type="jPoliticalNews | jFeuilleton | ..."> 

• for introductory parts  
<div type="jEditorialStaff | jExpedition | ..."> 

etc. 

http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat_zeitungen 
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Access and Analysis 

– Examples – 
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http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/anonym_aviso_1609 

Acces via DTA Platform 
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Acces via DTAQ 
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Complex Queries for DTAweb Texts 

DDC: Sitzung with $con=/jPoliticalNews/ #has[flags, /correspondent/]  
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Complex Queries for DTAQ Texts 

DDC: Sitzung #has[textClassDWDS, /Zeitung/] 
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Connotations over Time with DiaCollo:  

Example "Fahrrad" (Bike) within Dingler 

 DiaCollo by Bryan Jurish, cf. https://www.clarin.eu/showcase/diacollo 
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DTA Newspapers in CLARIN 
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Conclusion & Prospects 

• Curation of newspapers from different sources/project partners  

• Opportunistic collection 

 

• DTA Newspaper corpus is still work in progress 

• Another resource: Text&Berg-Korpus (1864–1900, 36 vols) 

 

• Here: Mostly manual transcription and tagging 

• Perspective of OCR:  

• What do researchers need?  

• Big data/good data? 

• Performance of OLR for newspapers? 
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Thank you! 

Contact:  

haaf@bbaw.de 

 

Links: 

• DTA: www.deutschestextarchiv.de 

• DTA-Team: www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/team 

• DTA and CLARIN: http://clarin.bbaw.de/en/ 

• DTABf: www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat_en 

 


