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Issue
Collections of political speeches often do not provide topic annotation at 
document level.
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Methods for Topic Detection
Mostly unsupervised, based on Latent Dirichlet Allocation.

Results often are:

1. Hard to interpret

2. Difficult to evaluate
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-> The entire Hansard Corpus is way larger, containing nearly every 
speech given in the British Parliament since 1803.
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A New Data Set
Collected all speeches from the UK House of Commons (2013-2016), 
organized under fine-grained topics by the curators.

The first version of the dataset is available here: 
https://federiconanni.com/ukparl/
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Only 22% of the documents mention the topic in the content.
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Conclusions and Next Steps
UKParl: a data set for supporting the evaluation of supervised and 
unsupervised topic detection methods on parliamentary speeches.

In the near future we will:

1. Extend it diachronically

2. Offer manual alignment between topics and Wikipedia pages

3. Expand the set of tested baselines

4. Align with other resources



Questions?

Federico Nanni

Data and Web Science Group

University of Mannheim

federico@informatik.uni-mannheim.de
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