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The aims of the study – research questions

Set 1

• What do we get when looking for linguistic 
information on Google?

• What does Google (predominantly) suggest?

• What kind of resources and linguistic information 
dominate among the suggested topmost results? 

Set 2

• What models of meaning description are adopted by 
the topmost resources?

• How much emphasis is placed on usage and 
evaluative meanings by these resources and how does 
this relate to the type of resource?



Motivation

• Generalisations about users’ search preferences: users 
resort to Google rather than individual (web-based or 
electronic) dictionaries. But what does it actually 
mean?

• What are we looking at when “consulting Google”? 

• What are the directions that (new) language resources 
- professionally edited or collaborative - are taking in 
their approach to meaning description (length and 
complexity of description, usage, evaluative function)? 

Mojca Šorli, EURALEX, Ljubljana, July 2018



Methodology

First page of Google results for each search.
Two sets of manual searches for the 11 lexical units (12 

June and 11 July 2018). 
The aim: to include examples of different parts of 
speech, individual words and phrases, evaluative 

meanings – a partly random selection: 

ASCETIC

A PANOPLY OF
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CUT-RATE

DEVASTATE

MATERIALISTIC/MATERIALISM

MINORITIZE

ON THE VERGE OF

PLETHORA

TAKE A DECISION

THE CRUX OF THE MATTER
Mojca Šorli, EURALEX, Ljubljana, July 2018







Results collected on 12 June 2018
dictionary.com 57

merriam-webster.com 56

www.thesaurus.com 45

dictionary.cambridge.org 37

bilingual PONS dictionary (SLO-ENG, ENG-SLO) 37

en.wiktionary.com 26

thefreedictionary.com 25

en.oxforddictionaries.com 24

vocabulary.com 24

en.wikipedia.org 21

collinsdictionary.com 16

urban.dictionary.com 16

https://english.stackexchange.com/ 13

sentence.yourdictionary.com 9

www.wordreference.com/ 9

yourdictionary.com 8

www.macmillandictionary.com/ 8

www.linguee.com 8

www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/ 7

www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/ 7

definitions.net/definition/ 6

www.english-test.net/forum 6
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Results collected on 11 July 2018
merriam-webster.com 55

dictionary.cambridge.org 48

no name 45

dictionary.com 40

en.wiktionary.com 35

en.oxforddictionaries.com 25

vocabulary.com 23

collinsdictionary.com 22

www.thesaurus.com 22

urban.dictionary.com 21

https://english.stackexchange.com/ 17

en.wikipedia.org 16

thefreedictionary.com 14

www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/ 12

www.macmillandictionary.com/ 12

www.quickanddirtytips.com 9

www.painintheenglish.com 8

yourdictionary.com 7

www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com 5

www.theodysseyonline.com/ 5

sentence.yourdictionary.com 4
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Two basic approaches to lexicographic 
description

Traditional lexicographic definition  
vs.

Language as a list of static 
entities with lexical or 
“dictionary” value  subject 
to selectional restrictions

(based defining conditions)

‘Prototypical’ meaning description

Phraseological view of 
language that, for the most 
part, explains selectional  
preferences (Hanks 1987: 
121). 

(full-sentence definition, e.g., 
Collins Cobuild 1987)





































CONCLUSIONS: Question set 1

• It would be possible to group the topmost resources listed by 
Google roughly into 3 large categories:  1 traditional (digital) 
dictionaries; 2 language forums and chat rooms; 3 
collaborative projects.

• Google can be used to organise and select web-based text 
according to the user’s needs, but it is not in itself a 
(lexical/linguistic) resource. We may perceive it as such 
because it is now a starting point for enquiries and data 
searches of all forms.

• Google typically suggests established (edited) works with 
long publishing traditions (in their new digitised 
environments), products of collaborative lexicography or
language forums.

• Dictionary as “a device through which the user will observe 
the living language ...  language through the dictionary ... the 
next target of progressive lexicography” (Sinclair 1987: 5). Has 
the objective been achieved? 

Mojca Šorli, EURALEX, Ljubljana, July 2018



CONCLUSIONS: Question set 2

• Although most traditional resources insist on brief and concise 
definitions, there are some that depart from this model to 
provide more information on pragmatic and discursive
aspects of language. 

• This is evident in the now well-established Cobuild 
definitions, which still dominate in the Collins English 
Dictionaries, and some new attempts have been made 
(Vocabulary.com, Urban dictionary, etc.).

• Lexicographers can learn a lot about users’ needs and 
expectations from alternative approaches to language 
description, but professionally edited resources still seem to 
deliver on more counts. 

• Dictionaries (in the traditional sense) are still among the most 
popular language tools, be it in monolingual or bilingual user 
situations. 

Mojca Šorli, EURALEX, Ljubljana, July 2018



Thank you!

Mojca Šorli, University of Ljubljana

Email: mojca.sorli@guest.arnes.si



Verlinde et al. (2010)
Lexicography triangle

User

(psycolinguistic, 
sociolinguistic 

insight)

Access
(information 

theories)

Data (linguistic 
theories)



The distinctions (and overlaps) between purely “web-based” resources, and their 
“traditional” counterparts, on the one hand, and between “traditional” – in 
the sense “professionally edited” – and “collaborative” resources, on the 
other. 

web-based

Urban Dictionary
Wiktionary
Wikipedia
english.stackexchange.com

...

Dictionary.com
TheFreeDictionary.c

om
Vocabulary.com
Thesaurus.com
...

collabora
tive, user-
generated
content

professionally
edited

Wordnik.com? Merriam Webster
Collins English

Dictionaries
Oxford Dictionaries
Macmillan Dictionary
Longman Dictionary
Cambridge Dictionary
...

web-based (from traditional established resources to the Web)



































Consultation 12 June 2018 ASCETIC A PANOPLY OF CONUNDRUM CUT-RATE DEVASTATE
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dictionary.com 10 2 8 2 8 9 1 10 7 57

merriam-webster.com 8 10 9 8 9 1 4 7 56

www.thesaurus.com 4 6 7 7 5 5 8 3 45

dictionary.cambridge.org 5 4 5 5 4 9 5 37

bilingual PONS dictionary (SLO-ENG, ENG-SLO) 7 7 6 8 9 37

en.wiktionary.com 2 5 2 2 9 6 26

thefreedictionary.com 6 1 3 3 6 6 25

en.oxforddictionaries.com 8 3 4 4 3 2 24

vocabulary.com 6 3 1 7 2 5 24

en.wikipedia.org 9 2 6 4 21

collinsdictionary.com 1 7 6 2 16

urban.dictionary.com 1 8 7 16

https://english.stackexchange.com/ 10 3 13

sentence.yourdictionary.com 9 9

www.wordreference.com/ 9 9

yourdictionary.com 8 8

www.macmillandictionary.com/ 3 1 4 8

www.linguee.com 8 8

www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/ 7 7

www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/ 7 7

definitions.net/definition/ 6 6

www.english-test.net/forum 6 6

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26822575 5 5

international-dictionary.com/definitions/?english 5 5

www.betterwritingskills.com 5 5

https://ohr.edu/7190 4 4

abbreviations.com 4 4

www.painintheenglish.com 4 4

grammarist.com/usage/aesthetic-ascetic/ 3 3

www.allaboutphilosophy.org/materialism.htm 3 3

wordnik.com 3 3

synonyms.net 2 2

oilpatchwriting.wordpress.com 2 2

www.wineverygame.com/words/panoply.html 1 1

wordsense.eu 1 1

www.myenglishpages.com 1 1

using.english.com 1 1

www.theodysseyonline.com/

no name

http://www.thesaurus.com/
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/


Consultation 11 July 2018 ASCETIC A PANOPLY OF CONUNDRUM CUT-RATE DEVASTATE MATERIALISTIC/MATERIALISM MINORITIZE ON THE VERGE OF PLETHORA TAKE A DECISION THE CRUX OF THE MATTER TOTAL

merriam-webster.com 6 7 10 6 8 4 5 2 7 55

dictionary.cambridge.org 2 3 8 5 9 7 6 5 3 48

no name 7 10 10 7 11 45

dictionary.com 3 2 7 9 10 9 40

en.wiktionary.com 4 9 5 1 8 8 35

en.oxforddictionaries.com 1 6 5 6 2 4 1 25

vocabulary.com 5 6 1 5 1 5 23

collinsdictionary.com 3 5 3 6 2 3 22

www.thesaurus.com 4 4 2 1 9 2 22

urban.dictionary.com 8 6 7 21

https://english.stackexchange.com/ 10 7 17

en.wikipedia.org 7 3 6 16

thefreedictionary.com 2 4 8 14

https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/ 3 3 6 12

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/ 1 4 1 6 12

www.quickanddirtytips.com 9 9

www.painintheenglish.com 8 8

yourdictionary.com 7 7

www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com 5 5

www.theodysseyonline.com/ 5 5

sentence.yourdictionary.com 4 4

definitions.net/definition/ 4 4

www.wordreference.com/ 4 4

www.idioms4you.com/ 4 4

www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/ 3 3

wikidiff.com/ 3 3

onlinelibrary.wiley.com/ 2 2

cooljugator.com/ 2 2

www.powerthesaurus.org 2 2

bilingual PONS dictionary (SLO-ENG, ENG-SLO) 1 1

international-dictionary.com/definitions/?english 1 1

www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/ 1 1

https://ohr.edu/7190

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26822575

www.wineverygame.com/words/panoply.html

grammarist.com/usage/aesthetic-ascetic/

www.allaboutphilosophy.org/materialism.htm

abbreviations.com

wordnik.com

synonyms.net

wordsense.eu

www.linguee.com

www.betterwritingskills.com

www.english-test.net/forum

oilpatchwriting.wordpress.com

using.english.com

http://www.thesaurus.com/
http://www.definitions.net/definition/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/

