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Introduction to newspapers

What is a newspaper? → Too diverse, difficult to define

Appears in a serial fashion, with regular frequency

Shorter number of pages but larger page size

National/regional/local scope, specific communities (e.g. expats, minorities)



Why Newspapers are a great source for DH

Multimodal content - text, images, statistics 

Broad wealth of topics: news, novels, humour, weather, births & deaths, etc.

Captures details of the daily life in the past - events and (details of) discussions 

that did not make it to the history textbooks

https://minorecs.hypotheses.org/495

https://minorecs.hypotheses.org/495


Why Newspapers are a terrible source for DH

OCR quality

Article segmentation and reading order challenges

Lack of coverage/digitization bias



Representation and Absence



Newspaper digitization



Layout Analysis



Text Recognition



Named Entity Recognition



Europeana Newspapers (history)



Final Report





Europeana Newspapers (now)



DDB Zeitungsportal



ZDB



Interviews with Researchers



Trove



Tim Sherratt & Trove



Data visualization



Data Mining Digitized Newspapers



Retronews



Viral Texts



Oceanic Exchanges



impresso



NewsEYE



More than a Feeling



Siamese



CHRONReader



DHH19 



DH2019

● Oceanic Exchanges: Transnational Textual Migration And Viral Culture

● The Past, Present and Future of Digital Scholarship with Newspaper 

Collections

● Complexities in the Use, Analysis, and Representation of Historical Digital 

Periodicals

https://dev.clariah.nl/files/dh2019/boa/0234.html
http://www.openobjects.org.uk/2019/07/the-past-present-and-future-of-digital-scholarship-with-newspaper-collections/
https://dev.clariah.nl/files/dh2019/boa/0447.html


Coding da Vinci: Altpapier



Coding da Vinci: Berliner Schlagzeilen



Conclusion and Outlook

Large quantities of digitized newspapers are ready available, new digitization 

projects and portals are following

OCR & OLR have had recent breakthroughs thanks to Machine Learning, so we 

can expect better full text and article segmentation to become standard soon

Many diverse research activities and research communities around newspapers 

currently ongoing with future perspectives

→ Now is the time for historical newspapers!



Thank you for your attention! 
Questions please?
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