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Research background



Research background

Morphological aspects:
• Nominal diminution: regarded as an interface phenomenon between inflection and derivation in some 

languages and even as a special class of evaluative suffixes by a number of scholars (cf. Dressler / Merlini
Barbaresi 1993, Grandi / Körtvélyessy 2015)

• In German, diminutives are regarded as derivational – although they are non-prototypical (e.g., 
diminution involves a change of word-class and a change of gender: das Dummerl ‘stupid person’ < dumm
‘stupid, marked order with inflectional before derivational suffix: Kind-er-chen ‘child-PL-DIM’ cf. Dressler 
/ Merlini Barbaresi 1993, Dressler / Merlini Barbaresi 1994 and Dressler 1989)

Semantic and pragmatic aspects:

• Jurafsky (1996): Universal structure for the semantics of the diminutive

• Dressler / Merlini Barbaresi (1994): Morphopragmatics. Diminutives and intensifiers in Italian, German, and 
other languages.



Research background

Diminutives: formal variation

• Standard German (Germany): -chen, -lein and -i

• More variation in dialects as well as in (Standard) German in Austria: -chen, -lein, -erl, -i, -l, -li, -tschi (cf. 
Dressler et al. 2022)

Diminutives in Austria – research focus:

• Distribution between -chen and -erl in a variety of Standard corpora and their degrees of morphosemantic 
transparency/opacity (e.g., Schwaiger et al. 2019; Dressler et al. 2022)

• Diminutive use in adults from rural regions of Austria (Korecky-Kröll 2022)

• Diminutives and number (Korecky-Kröll 2021)

• Diminutives in child directed and pet directed speech (e.g., Dressler et al. 2022)

• Diminutives and language acquisition (e.g., Korecky-Kröll/Dressler 2007)

➢No empirical study on the diminutive variation in the Bavarian base dialects of (historical) Austria
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The WBÖ database as a corpus

• Lexicographic long term project at the Austrian Academy of Sciences (ÖAW)

• Primary purpose of data: dictionary articles

• In addition, the data was increasingly used for studies in variationist 

linguistics, such as (selected): 

• Phonology: Geyer (2008); Gschösser & Zeitlhuber (2021); Stöckle (2021)

• Morphology: Wahl (subm.) 

• Syntax: Stöckle et al. (2021)

• Interface of different linguistic levels: Lenz (2013), Stöckle (2020)

• Language contact: Bergmann (2009)

• ...



The WBÖ project – origin and timeline

1911 Foundation of research committees in

Vienna and Munich with the objective of creating

dictionaries of Bavarian dialects

1913-1937 Questionnaire-based surveys,

including 109 main questionnaires (1913-1933)

and 9 supplementary questionnaires (1927-1937)

1927-1965 Direct data acquisition (so-called

“Kundfahrten”)

1963-2015 Publication of first five WBÖ

volumes (A-Ezzes)

→ Paper slips were collected in the so-called

“Hauptkatalog” (main catalogue), which

contains approximately 3.6 mio paper slips

1993-2011 Creation of a digital version of the
database by manually entering the original
hand-written paper slip entries into TUSTEP

Since 2015 Subsequent conversion into
XML/TEI format

Since 2016 Relocation of WBÖ at the research
department “Linguistics” (formerly “Variation
and Change of German in Austria”) at the
ACDH-CH

Autumn 2020 Online release of the “Lexical
Information System Austria (LIÖ)”
(https://lioe.dioe.at/)

https://lioe.dioe.at/


Source: 
WBÖ Beiheft 2
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The empirical basis – WBÖ paper slips

• Lemma

• Geographic data for each record

• Definition of meaning/sense

• Phonetic transcriptions

• Grammatical information

• Sample sentences

• Source data for excerpts

• Information on questionnaire used

• …

55%35%

10%

Source

indirectly collected data directly collected data

excerpts from literature



The empirical basis – WBÖ paper slips

Depending on physical medium
Hard to read

“best” information



From paper slips via TUSTEP to TEI

Manual digitization 
(typing) of paper slips

(1993-2011)

cf. Bowers & Stöckle (2018)

Conversion from TUSTEP 
into XML/TEI format

(2015-2019)



From paper slips via TUSTEP to TEI

cf. Bowers & Stöckle (2018)

TEI
TUSTEP



The WBÖ database as a corpus
lioe.dioe.at
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Diminutives in (dialect) lexicography

Standard German

• Only lexicalized / highly frequent diminutives included in 
dictionaries of Standard German

Dialect dictionaries: different ways of treating diminutives

• Explicit mentioning (of “normalized” forms) in the article header

• Explicit mentioning in certain positions within the article

• No explicit mentioning, only in the context of sample sentences 

WBÖ



Diminutives in (dialect) lexicography

Diminutives in the WBÖ articles

WBÖ guidelines Category Description Examples

-el (D1) EL suffixes -el, -l, -ö fadl, gʟāsl, faök̨ʟ, fakö

-elein (D1) ELEIN suffixes -ele, -le (South Bavarian), 
-lein

fakle, grę̄i̭wələ, händlein

-erl (D2) ERL suffixes -al, -erl, -ai, -aö, -ei laiwai, wīsəͬl, treiperl, fakaö, 
fackei

-i (D3) I suffix -i (mostly child speech) fleischi, facki



Diminutives in (dialect) lexicography
lioe.dioe.at



Diminutives in (dialect) lexicography
lioe.dioe.at



Empirical evidence in the WBÖ data

D; 40 983

D1 (Fleischel, 
Fleischele); 51 733

D2 (Fleischerl); 
22 432

D3 (Fleischi); 1 336

Diminutive Type
(n=116.484)

Morphological aspects
Which diminutive variants can be 
found where in what frequency? 

Semantic aspects
What are the semantics (and pragmatics) 

of the different variants?

Search parameters:
• GRAM = ‘D1’ / ‘D2’ / ‘D3’ / ‘D’
• POS = ‘Subst’
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Empirical evidence in the WBÖ data

Corpus-based analyses

• 20 lemmas from recently 
published articles on 
nouns starting with F

• Total of 9,055 entries

• 1,717 diminutive forms

(Thanks to Theresa Eiweck!)



Future prospects

• Include more data (so far, only ~2% of nominal diminutives were included in 
the analyses)

• Diachronic perspective (“Austrian Media Corpus”, SFB “German in Austria”)

• Morphological context (e.g., infix -tsch-)

• Semantic complexity (What meanings are associated with diminutives? In 
which contexts / which frequency do they occur? What is the 
frequency/meaning of diminutives compared to simplexes?) 

• Pragmatic aspects (?)



Future prospects
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