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You have two options

‘Document’... ...or ‘database’?



  

The dictionary entry as a ‘document’



  

The dictionary as a collection of ‘documents’



  

The dictionary as a ‘database’



  

The dictionary as a ‘database’



  

The ‘document’ paradigm The ‘database’ paradigm

Building an editing UI easy difficult

Changing the entry schema easy difficult

Cross-references difficult easy

Subentries difficult easy



  

Graph structure
SQL, RDF...

Tree structure
XML, JSON...

Formatted text

‘document’ ‘database’



  

“Digital Natives are used to receiving information really fast. They like to parallel 

process and multi-task. They prefer hypertext. Digital Immigrants go slowly, step-by-

step, one thing at a time.”

— Marc Prensky (2001) ‘Digital 

Natives, Digital Immigrants’



 
 

Thank you.

michmech@lexiconista.com
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