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➢ background to the Hungarian situation by 
explaining the problems we have to face
○ overview of research on Dictionary Use
○ the National Curriculum concerning dictionary 

skills
○ lexicographic training course  in universities

➢ details of our 2020 research on dictionary use 
of students of ESL and GSL
○ Aims, methods and participants
○ Results
○ Conclusions

outline
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Research into dictionary Use
In Hungary1



➢ Hungarian National Sociolinguistic Survey (1988)
○ participants mostly (50% or more) used: spelling dictionary, 

dictionary of foreign words, Hungarian defining dictionary
➢ Márkus and Szöllőssy (2006)

○ students have serious deficiencies in dictionary skills
○ their language and dictionary use awareness are very low

➢ Gaál (2016)
○ they mainly use online dictionaries (45%) ⇒⇐ less than 10% 

used mainly or exclusively a printed dictionary
➢ Dringó-Horváth (2017)

○ they had mastered dictionary skills in a self-taught way  
○ Dictionary didactics as such was very low estimated

research and main results
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The National Core 
Curriculum
Dictionary skills2



While researchers are increasingly emphasising the
importance of reference skills and dictionary use in
education, the national core curriculum provides no
guidance on how to teach dictionary skills. The document
sets out the following objectives:...
➢ use age-appropriate digital and traditional dictionaries
➢ use footnotes, digital and print dictionaries to interpret text

independently (passive use)
➢ use print and digital aids and dictionaries to create texts

(active use)

The National Core Curriculum

6task of language teachers to communicate this knowledge, but very few universities offer lexicographic

courses



Universities
Lexicography courses3



Universities are not prepared to teach lexicography,
even though dictionaries play an important role from
primary school to university education and beyond
(support lifelong learning).
Here is the list of universities offering lexicographic
courses or training:
➢ University of Debrecen
➢ Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest
➢ University of Miskolc
➢ Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in

Hungary, Budapest

Hungarian universities with lexikographie
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Dictionary use- 2020 Study
Aims, methods and participants4



Research questions and method
RQ1: What trends 
can be identified in 
dictionary use, 
especially regarding 
new features of 
digital dictionaries?

RQ2: To what 
extent can 
dictionary use be 
identified in 
participants’ 
former studies?

RQ3: What are their 
attitudes towards 
dictionaries and 
towards teaching and 
learning dictionary 
skills?
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Method: self-constructed questionnaire, 21 background questions and a total of 53 
statements forming 15 scales (five-point Likert scale). + interviews

the reliability of most scales (9 / 11) is ensured as their coefficients exceed the
.60 threshold indicated in the literature (Dörnyei and Taguchi 2010)



participants
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Graduate and postgraduate students of EFL and GFL at the 
Karoli Gaspar University between 2014–2020 (n=197)

Age: from 21 to 63; with an average of 34 years (SD=10,76)

Sex: 85% Female; 15% Male

Highest level of foreign language teaching qualification



Dictionary use - Study
Participants' dictionaries and 
dictionary use habits
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Their dictionaries and willingness to pay
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➢a significant – about 95% of the research participants still have a paper-based
dictionary.

➢Only 8,6% subscribe to some online dictionary by purchasing it, which is in
line with the low willingness to pay shown in other research in this area.

(cf. Gaál, 2016; Dringó-Horváth, 2017)

% N
paper-based dictionary 95,4% 188
offline dictionary app on some smart device 52,8% 104
downloadable digital dictionary on their 
computer

26,9% 53

purchase translator-device 9,1% 18

purchase online dictionary 8,6% 17



Dictionaries used
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although almost all respondents have a printed dictionary, their use is
only ranked third, with online dictionaries and even search engines
being much more popular among users.

Mean SD 

online dictionaries 4,63 0,78

search engines (e.g. Google) 3,82 1,20

paper-based dictionary 2,68 1,35

translator application/program (e.g. Google Translate) 2,53 1,53

offline dictionary app on some smart device 2,44 1,50
downloadable digital dictionary on their computer 1,76 1,25



Use of unique features relating to digital 
dictionaries
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Mean SD

I use the extra content related to other dictionaries or corpora. 3,53 1,45

I use the multimedia elements of the dictionary (audio, 
video..).

3,25 1,36

I regularly update my dictionary as offered by the publisher. 1,84 1,27

I allow the publisher to monitor my user habits to improve. 1,67 1,16

I supplement the information in the dictionary ( adding words). 1,44 0,99

I customise the user settings (colours, font size, hide/show 
information).

1,30 0,75
• only two features with relatively high frequency (still in the medium range).
• The relative importance of links to other dictionaries and corpora has been confirmed by several surveys,

other unique characteristics (e.g. multimedia) are rated as (partly) unimportant – reliability, up-to-
dateness and a good navigation are more important Factors.

⇒ the new features are relatively unknown.
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Use of guides and aids
Mean SD

I look through the list of abbreviations in dictionaries. 3,16 1,32

In dictionaries, I read the dictionary sample page. 2,69 1,45

I usually review the guide to dictionary use in dictionaries. 2,40 1,31

I always read the introduction and the preface. 2,14 1,28

Unfortunately, according to the responses received, participants
do not or only superficially use the guides and aids.



Dictionary use - Study
Participants’ attitudes and previous 
experience in learning to use a 
dictionary
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previous experience in learning to use a 
dictionary

I learned how to use a dictionary … Mean SD

… on my own, in a self-taught way. 3,62 1,19

… during my higher education studies 2,55 1,46

… during elementary school education. 2,26 1,46

… during high school education. 2,11 1,23

A high proportion of respondents feel it is important to teach
dictionary use at school – as part of language classes: an average of
around 4.5
– however, results show that this is mostly not the case: most of them
learned it in a self-taught way.



dictionary use (knowledge and skills) in class
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➢Only basics of dictionary use are usually taught, a better explanation of dictionary use
appears only to a small extent

➢Unfortunately the introduction to digital dictionaries appears only marginally (⇐most used)

In class we discussed … Mean SD 
The different types of dictionaries and contained  
info

3,84 1,26

The structure and code systems of dictionary entries 3,22 1,42

the various search methods and techniques 3,22 1,42

the structure, organizational principles of dictionaries 3,15 1,51

critical attitude for the interpretation and selection 
of information

2,68 1,39

Additional functions of digital dictionaries 2,28 1,41



Participants’ experience in teaching to 
use a dictionary
75.6% (n=149) have at least one year of teaching 

experience (private tutoring, compulsory teaching practice, 

language schools, primary or secondary school)

Dictionary use - Study7



➢Different order: search methods and critical attitude are more importand
➢only two of the seven statements have an average of 3.5 or higher, which reflects the

findings of previous research: dictionary didactics is not necessarily an essential part of
language lessons

➢Again: the introduction to digital dictionaries appears only marginally (⇐most used)

dictionary use (knowledge and skills) in class
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In class we discussed … Mean SD 
The different types of dictionaries and contained  
info

3,81 1,22

the various search methods and techniques 3,50 1,32
critical attitude for the interpretation and selection 
of information

3,41 1,25

The structure and code systems of dictionary entries 3,72 1,37

the structure, organizational principles of 
dictionaries

2,67 1,38

Additional functions of digital dictionaries 1,67 0,90



Mean SD 

I could improve my teaching if there were 
appropriate teaching aids and materials available.

3,52 1,32

A more presence of dictionary use in documents 
governing education is needed for covering it in 
class.

3,46 1,22

I would need training and professional development 
in teaching dictionary use.

2,95 1,26

I don’t feel motivated to teach dictionary use*. 
(*reversed item)

3,63 1,26

Motivation and Support of dictionary dicatics
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➢our participants are not unmotivated about teaching vocabulary use.
➢participants do not necessarily think that they need training in dictionary use
➢ the use of dictionaries would be most facilitated by educational aids related to the

topic and the central, educational policy supporting a better presentation of the topic



summary
Conclusions and references8



Most important conclusions
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Research on dictionary 
skills
can contribute to the 
development of effective 
resources and teaching 
techniques.

Research on dictionary 
use
can contribute to the 
improvement of teaching 
and of dictionary design –
publishers should be 
involved!

Teaching is 
facilitated 
when the content appears 
in the curriculum and useful 
resources and training 
become available.

Use of digital 
dictionaries
should be a priority in 
teaching dictionary skills, 
especially regarding new 
features.

Teaching of dictionary-
skills
should be part at all levels 
of education of language 
classes and of further 
language education.

To purchase a 
dictionary
teachers and learners 
need to be aware of the 
differences between free 
and paid dictionaries –
should be involved.

Suggestions for teaching dictionary skills
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How to choose 
and how to train 
the use of digital 

dictionaries?
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Thank you for your kind attention
Any questions?

You can find us at:

⊹ dringo.horvath.ida@kre.hu
⊹ p.markus.kata@kre.hu
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