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1. Overview

 historical and contemporary overview 

 detection of neologisms in contemporary Slovenian language

 treatment and incorporation of neologisms in the new Slovenian Normative Guide
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2. Fran

 web portal: dictionaries of the 

Fran Ramovš Institute of the 

Slovenian Language 

 fran.si

 integrated and non-integrated 

language resources

 rich language resource for

Slovenian
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 used by professional users of

language as well as the general 

public

 functionalities to meet all needs
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3. Slovenian Normative Guides

 Slovenian standard language

 normative guide: pravopis; Rechtschreibung

 information about the acceptability of language elements for standard language use

 monolingual descriptive dictionary (1970–1991), normative guide (1990, 2001)

 asynchronous codification
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normative 
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orthographic
dictionary



4. The New Concept

 problem-based approach
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New Slovenian
Normative Guide

normative rules: 
Pravopis 8.0

orthographic
dictionary: 
ePravopis

comments: 
Orthographic
Categories



5. Language Counselling Service

 central online language 

counselling platform for the 

Slovenian language

 language description gaps

 provisional online language

manual

 inadequacy of current language 

manuals

Urška Vranjek Ošlak: Neologisms in the Light of the New Slovenian Normative Guide

XX Euralex International Congress, 12-16 July 2022

7



6. Neologism in Slovenian Orthography

 neologisms: new words, new multiword units, new elements of word formation, and 

new meanings of any of these

 challenging for the users of language: normative guide!

 (1) the lexeme is not included in any of the existing dictionaries or other manuals

 (2) the research on written language usage suggests multiple variants

 (3) the phonetic realisation of (borrowed) lexemes in Slovenian is difficult or has multiple 

variants

 questions in the Language Counselling Service 

 Slovenian linguistic tradition: neologisms frowned upon, seen as damaging for the 

language
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7. Neologism (sub-)types

 new common nouns:

 neologisms as a result of translation or adaptation of newer borrowed expressions, e.g., 
fedžoja (feijoa), kovč (coach), timbilding (team-building);

 appellativization of proper names, e.g., zika (Zika virus), marburg (Marburg virus);

 new acronyms, e.g., COVID-19, mRNA, PCR;

 transition from acronyms to ordinary words, e.g., kovid < COVID-19, sars < SARS, mers < MERS; 

 feminine nouns, e.g., kupka (female customer), piska (female writer);

 compounds from prepositional phrases, e.g., nesimptomatičen (asymptomatic), anticepilec
(male anti-vaccinationist);

 blended words, e.g., hekaton (hackathon), jogalates (yogalates).

 new common noun forms and compounds, e.g., telešenje (embodiment);

 new proper names (Android; AstraZeneca, BioNTech, Vaxzevria; Teams, Zoom);

 new anthroponyms, e.g., Ciudaddemexičan/Ciudadčan (male inhabitant of Mexico City), etc.
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QUESTION

ANSWER

DISCREPANCIES IN ADAPTATION: 

jujube VS. feijoa
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headword with morphological

information

pronunciation

part of speech

semantic information with examples

and normative labels

GSM

https://fran.si/135/epravopis-slovenski-pravopis/4555449/gsm?View=1&Query=GSM


8. Conclusion

 Neologisms are challenging for the users of language: no better place for them than in 

a normative guide, namely in the corresponding orthographic dictionary. 

 The new concept of the Slovenian normative guide allows us to better detect what is 

difficult for language users, and to adapt our strategies when preparing a manual for 

them to use.

 The Language Counselling Service gives us up-to-date information on what is difficult

for the users of language NOW.
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Hvala! Thank you!
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