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Gloves –tanned leather
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Verie good perfume for to trimme gloues with litle 
cost, and yet will continue longe

Girolamo Ruscelli, The Secrets of the Reuerende Maister Alexis of Piemount, 
trans. Wyllyam Warde (London, 1558) 

Ingredients: 

rose water; myrtle 

blossom water; orange, 

lemon, and citron 

water; perfumed water; 

cypress powder; 

jasmine oil; ben oil; 

perfume (probably 

incense); dried roses; 

civet; musk; and 
ambergris. 
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How to Work with Smells in 
Museums?

A Guide for Cultural Heritage 
Professionals

Toolkit
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Scent distribution techniques
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Partners: 7 (6 countries)
Period: 2021-2023

ODEUROPA
Negotiating Olfactory and Sensory Experiences in Cultural Heritage Practice and Research

Objectives:
❖ develop state-of-the-art AI techniques to identify olfactory 

information in digital text and image collections; to curate 
historical olfactory narratives

❖ recognize, safeguard, and promote olfactory heritage
❖ to show that critically engaging our sense of smell & olfactory 

heritage is viable means for connecting and promoting 
Europe’s tangible and intangible cultural heritage
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Project overview: transdisciplinary



www.odeuropa.eu

Image recognition: Olfactory Objects, Gestures, Fragrant Spaces



www.odeuropa.eu

Multilingual olfactory information extraction (7 languages, 1600-1920)

Frame elements

Smell Emission

Olfactory objects 

Scent Attributes (qualities)

Place

Time 

Person / Actor

Emotion
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Deliverables: Online knowledge environments (2023)
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Odeuropa Smell Explorer Encyclopaedia of Smell History & Heritage
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Odeuropa Heritage Scent Library
Scent Reconstructions & Recreations
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Heritage Science (UCL)
Heritage scent preservation & documentation
Guidelines for working with smells in GLAMs
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Investigating olfactory objects in GLAMs & smellscapes of 
heritage spaces (libraries, archives, museums)

Judith van Gent (Amsterdam Museum) sniffing an 
old bottle of Boldoot perfume, shaped like an 
orphan girl.

Victoria-Anne Michel and Lizzie Marx smell walking 
in the National Library in Paris
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Olfactory Events

Follow your Nose
Olfactory guided tours 
Museum Ulm

City Sniffers
Urban smell tour
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Evaluation: what is the impact of olfactory storytelling?
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• smells as objects with cultural significance 
(myrrh, civet, historical perfumes);

• smells as attributes of historic objects and 
spaces that carry valuable information about 
the objects, spaces, and the past and are 
therefore worthy of study and protection (smell 
of pomanders, historical libraries, factories);

• smells associated with cultural practices 
significant for a certain community (incense 
burning in churches, aromatherapy, oud 
burning, the use of the nose in certain crafts)

Olfactory heritage – Policy making
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The Smell of Hell – Sulfuric Devils
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Public impact 

Odeuropa project: 
7+ million readers worldwide in 1 year 
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ODOTHEKA
Exploring and 

Archiving Heritage 
Smells

Spread the smell!

NeusWijzer
Guide for Dutch 

Olfactory Language 
and Culture
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● Odeuropa Smell Explorer (draft version)
https://explorer.odeuropa.eu/

● Ontology
○ OWL implementation

http://data.odeuropa.eu/ontology/
○ More detailed presentation

https://bit.ly/odeuropa-model

● Vocabularies (TTL + Skosmos + API)
http://vocab.odeuropa.eu

● Knowledge Graph
http://data.odeuropa.eu

• Leemans, I., Tullett, W., Bembibre, C., and Marx, L. (2022). Whiffstory: Using multidisciplinary methods to represent the olfactory 
past. American Historical Review, 127. 

• Lisena, P., Schwabe, D., van Erp, M., Troncy, R., Tullett, W., Leemans, I., Marx, L., and Ehrich, S. C. (2022). Capturing the semantics 
of smell: The odeuropa data model for olfactory heritage information. In European Semantic Web Conference, pages 387– 405. 
Springer. 

• S. Tonelli and S. Menini. (2021) FrameNet-like Annotation of Olfactory Information in Texts. Proceedings of the 5th Joint SIGHUM 
Workshop on Computational Linguistics for Cultural Heritage, Social Sciences, Humanities and Literature.

Models, Demonstrator, Publications
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https://explorer.odeuropa.eu/
http://data.odeuropa.eu/ontology/
https://bit.ly/odeuropa-model
http://vocab.odeuropa.eu/
http://data.odeuropa.eu/


Website
www.odeuropa.eu

Follow us
@odeuropa

Newsletter & Smellinar 
& workshops
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Join our Network!
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Attributes

Perception

Appraisal

Description

Practices

Conservation

Representation

(Archeo) Botany

Chemistry

(Neuro) biology

Psycho-physics

Linguistics
Philosophy

(Art) History
Anthropology

Heritage Science

Museology

Scent marketing

Smell

Flavour Analysis – Machine olfaction
Modelling Smell as cultural phenomenon


