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[Title]

Gender in Horizon Europe

• Integration of the gender dimension into research and innovation 
content is:
➢a requirement by default

➢an award criterion evaluated under the excellence criterion, unless the topic 
description explicitly specifies otherwise

➢not new to MSCA
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STRENGHTS & WEAKNESSES

+ The gender dimension is appropriately addressed.

+ Gender dimension is very well addressed in the proposal.

+ The gender dimension is clearly highlighted, and appropriate action plans are 
perfectly presented. 

+ The gender and diversity dimension of the research are addressed appropriately. 

- The proposal insufficiently recognizes the relevance of gender and other diversity 
aspects for its research and innovation content and does not take them into proper 
account. 

- The gender dimension and other diversity aspects are insufficiently addressed in 
the proposal, although they are of special relevance given the complex and diverse 
socio-demographic indicators of individuals with psychosocial disabilities. 

- Gender aspects are described in a generic way.
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1. GENERAL COMMENTS 

+ Gender aspects are adequately addressed and are relevant for the proposal's 
research content.

+ The gender dimension and other diversity aspects are convincingly discussed in 
the proposal.

+ The proposal successfully highlights the innovative role of gender.

+ There is a very clear articulation of how gender and age considerations have 
affected the design of the proposal.

+ The proposal indicates very appropriately that gender dimension to the research 
and innovation is not relevant.

+ No gender dimension aspect is expected in the proposal, but relevant measures 
are proposed to detect potential sex specificity.
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2. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
+ The proposal strongly considers gender aspects, as they are the core of the 
research project, focused on women’s writing, networks, and patronage.

+ Gender-specific issues are addressed effectively and in accordance with the 
proposal's objectives.

+ The gender dimension is very well addressed in the proposal despite being a 
minor aspect of the project scope.

- It is not clearly outlined how the gender aspects referred to  the proposal and will 
significantly contribute to the research aims. 

- The proposal fails to provide adequate information about the gender dimension, 
although one of the objectives of this proposal is to examine the role of gender as 
a moderator variable of the relationship between wellbeing-oriented HRM and 
employee performance. It is not clearly described how other diversity aspects are 
included in the research. 
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3. INTEGRATION  INTO CONTENT 
+ The gender dimension is relevant to the proposal's research and innovation 
content and is well embedded in both the subject and the methodology of the 
proposal.

+ The gender dimension is clearly addressed, both thematically (the proposal would 
consider gender differences in the perception and portrayal of the environment) and 
methodologically (it would take into account the importance of female sources in 
the construction of Italian geography and landscape).

+ The proposal makes a strong case for the centrality of gender to the film research.

+ Gender is at the core of the proposal’s inquiry of masculinities and its 
intersectionality very well accounted for. The proposal raises an important issue of 
masculinity in relation of dependence and power not only in interactions with 
women but also with men of different ethnic or national groups.

+ Gender-specific issues are fully covered with particular focus to the issues of 
endangered and suffering masculinity and gendered trauma. Stojan Sorčan, NCP MSCA, Ljubljana 29. marec 2023 9



3. INTEGRATION  INTO CONTENT 
+ The proposal is sensitive to gender by prioritizing gender-balanced datasets of 
speakers, and to diversity by giving equal treatment to tone languages, which have 
been somewhat neglected in phonetics and phonology.

+ Although the disease only affects women, partners are also affected, which is 
sufficiently taken into account, as are sexual orientation, gender identity, LGBTQI+, 
age and social background. 

+ Gender issues are well addressed, aiming to achieve gender balance in the 
studied patient samples and including gender dimension in the analysis.

+ The gender dimension is appropriately considered, as the target disease ALS has 
differences depending on the sex of the patient.

+ Gender dimension is an important part in the electrophysiological and 
morphological properties of heart and is properly considered and addressed in the 
proposal.
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3. INTEGRATION  INTO CONTENT 

+ The gender dimension is very pertinent in the proposed research and well 
illustrated in the activities concerned (e.g. working on resistant strains of 
bacteria causing infertility and pregnancy issues in women).

The gender dimension related to the studied species is credible

+ The gender dimension is sufficiently addressed regarding the research activities, 
in particular by taking into account potential sex differences in experimental 
animals.

+ Gender dimension is adequately taken into account in designing the animal 
experiments.
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3. INTEGRATION  INTO CONTENT 

- Gender dimension is insufficiently elaborated. Although the higher 
prevalence of CP among boys than girls will be considered in the 
methodology, the degree to which statistical adjustment will account for this 
is inadequately explained.

- The influence of gender/sex on the disease manifestation is not sufficiently 
addressed.

- The gender dimensions are not well considered in the proposal, despite 
their importance for immune responses in mice.

- Considering that the devices are designed for human sample analysis, the 
gender dimension is not adequately presented. There are significant gender 
differences in pharmacokinetics, and these are not adequately addressed.
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4. STATE OF THE ART 

+ The gender dimension is carefully taken into account as the researcher 
critically deconstructs gender bias in the existing literature and challenges 
paradigms of marginalisation and silence. It is excellently integrated into the 
over-all theme of the research.

+ The gender dimension is persuasively described and is an integral part of 
the proposal, as the theoretical construct is central to its tracing of political 
uses of anger across Black and gay political groups.

+ The proposal is ambitious and clearly demonstrates that it goes beyond 
the existing state-of-the-art in several areas, such as WWI history in its 
global, non-European dimension, gender and racial relations, as well as 
multi-linguistic aspects of human relations in the wartime context

Stojan Sorčan, NCP MSCA, Ljubljana 29. marec 2023 13



4. STATE OF THE ART 

+ The proposal addresses in a satisfactory manner the gender dimension by 
addressing female authorship and by planning to look into the semiological
function and impact of gender in relation to the corpus studied.

+ The gender dimension, which is relevant to this proposal, is clearly and 
sufficiently taken into account through studying a corpus that is selected 
carefully to include fictional texts by both male and female authors. 

+ The gender dimension and other diversity aspects are properly taken into 
account. For example, there is an estimated quota of female authors to be 
interviewed, and the phenomenon will be analysed from a postcolonial 
perspective. It is clear that the proposal aims to achieve gender balance 
across the corpus of works studied.
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5. METHODOLOGY 

+ Issues related to gender and intersectionality are well embedded within the 
proposed methodology. There are clear considerations around how ethnicity and 
gender intersect and contribute to multiple barriers to/in employment 

+ The gender dimension and other diversity aspects are correctly identified and 
addressed in the proposal, i.e., gender aspects of socioeconomic disadvantage and 
instability will be integrated into the analysis.

+ The gender dimension is very well addressed, explicitly included as a random 
effect in the models to explain variation in outcomes. 

+ The gender dimension is very well considered in terms of testing an equal 
number of male and female participants, and checking for gender differences in the 
analyses.
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5. METHODOLOGY 

+ There are known gender differences in the Gastrointestinal diseases under study 
and the proposal takes into account appropriately this gender dimension for design 
of in vivo experiments and data analysis. 

+ Most experiments will focus on breast cancer and will therefore prioritise 
females. Relevant gender dimension of studying breast cancer is taken into 
consideration and well justified.

+ The gender dimensions are well addressed. The proposal provides a balance in 

gender representation in the studied material.

+ The gender aspect of the proposal is very well addressed, as male and female 

mice will be used in equivalent numbers throughout the proposal.
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6. METHODOLOGY

- Gender and diversity aspects, are an important issue of the proposed research, 
but are not sufficiently considered in the methodology

- Although the proposal admits the relevance of considering gender equity in the 
implementation of a model for community transformation, it does not fully specify 
how this will be achieved.

- The gender dimension is only partially considered in the proposal. While the 
proposal mentions a specific focus on the effects of anti-democratic discursive 
practices against female journalists in the analysis, this is not reflected in the 
research objectives. Also, the way this special attention towards female journalists 
will translate into the methodology and research design is insufficiently explained, 
as well as the binary view on gender. 

- The gender dimension is not sufficiently considered in the part dedicated to 
clinical validation.
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6. METHODOLOGY 

- The gender dimension in research is not sufficiently discussed, for 
example, potential gender differences in cancer response to treatments 
and how might be implemented in the experimental plan.

- Gender aspects have not been addressed in sufficient depth. For example, 
it has not been convincingly described how data from rats of both sexes will 
be incorporated in the analyses.

- The gender dimension is not sufficiently addressed in relation to the 
gender distribution in the data to be used for the proposed research.

- Gender issues are only partially addressed. The proposal states the 
importance of the maternal or foetal exposure to micotoxin, but the plan 
for addressing these differences is not well described.
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7. RESEARCH CAPACITIES 

- The proposal demonstrates only little research experience of the 
researcher in its core intellectual fields, such as gender studies.

- The researcher is insufficiently trained in academic qualitative 
ethnographic methods including language skills to conduct fieldwork 
in Brazil with indigenous populations and on a highly sensitive subject 
such as gender-based violence.
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8. TRAINING

+ The planned training activities are broad and of a good quality. Especially, the 
researcher will be trained on advanced characterization and electrochemical 
techniques, and synchrotron measurements through secondments. Transferable 
skills trainings such as scientific, grant and policy writing, gender equality, 
entrepreneurship as well as chemical safety, are well planned.
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9. IMPACT
+ Gender and diversity aspects are clearly defined, with excellent consideration 
given to the proposal's impacts.

+ The proposal outcomes would address a major societal issue ("the gender bias in 
medicine, which remains a male-dominated enterprise"). In this regard, the 
database and the further implementation of scholars and practician interviews 
would bring useful comparison and information.

+ The discussion on the positive effects of the research on gender and diversity 
adds value to the proposal.

+ The gender dimension is addressed by balanced sample sizes and potential 
impacts on clinical domains.

+ The research topic does not require specific gender considerations. Nevertheless, 
the research topic addresses diversity support considering positive impact that 
project outcomes will have for women, elderly and children.
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9. IMPACT

+ The tools and channels to be used for communication and public 
engagement activities are very appropriate the proposal will well consider 
the gender dimension during communication and outreach activities.

+ Although keel bone fracture is a problem specific to hens, and therefore 
the proposal focuses mainly on females, gender dimension is taken into 
account, as the results could be applied to both sexes.

+ The research impact of the proposal on the historiography of gender in 
Estonia is credible. 

- The expected societal impact of the proposal is credible, particularly 
considering current heightened interest in intersectional and gendered
aspects in academic careers. 
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10. RESULTS 

+ Although gender is not considered relevant to this research proposal as 
such, it is sufficiently taken into account with reference to the prospective 
results, which can potentially acquire a gender dimension.
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10. RESULTS

- The relevance of the gender dimension in relation to the final results of the 
proposal is not clearly presented.

- The gender dimension has been broadly considered in the proposal, but 
further details are lacking; it is unclear how the results will be interpreted 
(specifically when training protocols, dosages, exercise capacity and 
tolerance to myocardial infarction (MI) consequences were not accurately 
designed and calibrated to the different genders).

- Gender dimension is relevant to the proposal but is not fully taken into 
account in the output of the experiments (sex aspect of embryos/neonate is 
not clearly considered), which could confound data analysis. 

- The sex-based phenotypic differences could potentially have influence on 
the results of the proposal, but the gender dimension is insufficiently 
addressed.
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NAJLEPŠA HVALA ZA VAŠO POZORNOST!
stojan.sorcan@gov.si
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