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„Kohlen-Juke“ (left): a collector of words
beginning with so: 

sodass, sodann, sofort, sogleich …, 

Source: https://www.stars-an-faeden.de/apkchronik/proddet.
php?prod_id=369
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„Kohlen-Juke“ (left): a collector of words
beginning with so: 

sodass, sodann, sofort, sogleich …, 

but missing the best so-word:

sowieso (‚anyway‘)

Source: https://www.stars-an-faeden.de/apkchronik/proddet.
php?prod_id=369
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OALD of the late 1970s

heavy to carry, easy to use, but
hardly ever used …
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Dictionaries of Old High German (by
Rudolf Schützeichel) and Middle High 
German (by Matthias Lexer)

absolutely indispensable, but tricky to use
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Duden – Die Rechtschreibung

often used to check orthography
in cooking and baking recipes
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Metzler Lexikon Sprache

my first contact with terminological dictionaries
and my first practical lexicographic work (only proof
reading, but still …)
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Dudenredaktion

diving into practical lexikography at Duden publishing
house in Mannheim

Matthias Wermke, Werner Scholze-Stubenrecht (mentors)
and Kathrin Kunkel-Razum (colleague and now head of
Duden)
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Leibniz-Institut für Deutsche Sprache

planning and working on an online only dictionary of 
contemporary German



OUTLINE

10Dr. Annette Klosa-Kückelhaus – Sitzung des Internationalen Wissenschaftlichen Rates – 14.03.2019

1. Teenagerin
2. England
3. Ball
4. Konto
5. rollerbladen
6. Covidiot
7. gut
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“Unfortunately, your search query did not yield any results. Did you mean teenager, 
teen idol or (female) manager?”

Source: https://www.duden.de/suchen/dudenonline/Teenagerin
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Search results for query „teenager+++“ in „German Reference
Corpus – DeReKo“: 2.952 hits since 1989

Source: https://cosmas2.ids-mannheim.de
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Question of language norm:

„Does the female noun Teenagerin exist?“

Source: https://gfds.de/gibt-es-die-weibliche-
bezeichnung-teenagerin/ 
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Question: Why is Teenagerin not an entry?

Lexicographic challenges
• systematicity : Duden added female forms systematically beginning in the late 1990s;

not only for German nouns like Lehrer – Lehrerin (‚teacher‘), but also for loans like 
Manager – Managerin

• corpus evidence: shows that the word Teenagerin exists and is being used fairly often

• lexical change: integration process has taken place for Teenagerin→ when will the 
dictionary follow this trend?

• lexicographic information: should there be a usage note?
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1. Teenagerin
2. England
3. Ball
4. Konto
5. rollerbladen
6. Covidiot
7. gut
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Source: https://www.dwds.de/wb/England
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Source: https://www.dwds.de/wb/England

„Meaning: name of 
a country“
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Source: https://www.dwds.de/wb/England
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a part of Great Britain), e.g., culturally, athletically, or politically.
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‘totality of persons’
England refers to the totality of persons who live, work, or represent England (as 
a part of Great Britain), e.g., culturally, athletically, or politically.

‘name of a part of a country’
England is documented as the name of a part of a country in the elexiko corpus. 
The reading 'totality of persons' is metonymic to this name.
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https://www.owid.de/artikel/297718/Ges
amtheit%20der%20Personen
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Who belongs to England?
inhabitants
Queen
national player
national coach
Prime Minister
team manager

What does England do?
celebrate
win
play
lose

https://www.owid.de/artikel/297718/Ges
amtheit%20der%20Personen
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https://www.owid.de/artikel/297718/Ges
amtheit%20der%20Personen
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Grammatical information
• neutral noun
• no plural
• mostly used without (definite/ 

indefinite) article
• article only used in phrases with 

adjective attribute (das politische
England, ‘the political England’)

https://www.owid.de/artikel/297718/Ges
amtheit%20der%20Personen
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Question: Should England be an entry (in a general monolingual dictionary) and if so, how
should it be described?

Lexicographic challenges
• corpus evidence: shows that England is not only used as a proper name, but also 

metonymically

• inclusion/exclusion of proper names in these usages?

• grammatical information: complexity vs. understandability?
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1. Teenagerin
2. England
3. Ball
4. Konto
5. rollerbladen
6. Covidiot
7. gut
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BALL

2 citations: one female, one male person named
Ball
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Source: https://www.owid.de/artikel/18187

Ball is also found as a family name in the
elexiko corpus.

Citation from a Duden dictionary of family names
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Question: Should we let users know that some words are also used as proper names?

Lexicographic challenges
• inclusion/exclusion of proper names in these usages?

• How much information do you give?
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Source: https://www.owid.de/artikel/18187/
Spielger%C3%A4t
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Question: Should there be (more) illustrations in (general monolingual) dictionaries?

Lexicographic challenges
• where to place them?; illustrations or photos?; color?; one or more? …

• link to Google pictures?

• videos?

• time to find them, money to buy them, technical process?
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1. Teenagerin
2. England
3. Ball
4. Konto
5. rollerbladen
6. Covidiot
7. gut
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Source: https://www.owid.de/artikel/210840/Einrichtung%20bei%20einem%20Kreditinstitut

nom. pl:
die Konten (almost always)
die Konti (rarely)
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Source: https://www.owid.de/wb/elexiko/glossar/Grammatik.html

almost always above 90%

mostly 70-90%

often 50-70%

equally 50 : 50%

also 30-50 %

sometimes 10-30%

rarely under 10%
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Question: How do we treat variation?

Lexicographic challenges
• corpus evidence: shows both plural forms, but one in under 10% of all plural occurrences

• record all varying forms? → strict description or rather prescription?

• frequency markers: How systematic should/can they be? (And how much time do you
have to put into this one piece of lexicographic information?)

• frequency markers – explanation in usage manual: How do users interpret this? Do they
even read it?
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https://www.owid.de/artikel/298475

Grammar:
regular verb; finite verb forms given

but: mostly found in corpus as infinitive
used as a noun (das Rollerbladen); finite verb
forms hardly found in corpus, more and more
since 2000
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Question: How do we treat neologisms that are in the process of establishment in a 
static dictionary?

Lexicographic challenges
• dependence on corpus data at the time of compiling the dictionary→ how often do

we need updates? How do we account for lexical change?

• description vs. presciption: e.g., why not include das Rollerbladen as entry and not
the verb which was hardly attributed when the entry was compiled (in the 1990s)?

• Do time stamps for article version help with this dilemma? And what are users expecting?
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COVIDIOT

Source: https://www.owid.de/docs/neo/listen/
corona.jsp#covidiot

(pejoratively used for a) person behaving 
inappropriately during the COVID-19 
pandemic
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COVIDIOT

Source: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
dictionary/english/covidiot
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Question: How do we treat words that are used to hurt or to degrade and that are only used
by specific speaker groups refering to others?

Lexicographic challenges
• which corpora do we use (e.g. press language vs. social media) to adequately learn who

uses this word in which contexts?

• is labelling as „pejorative“ (Neologismenwörterbuch) or „informal“ (Cambridge 
Dictionary) enough?

• is using evualative adjectives like unangemessen (‚inappropiate‘) or stupid in the 
definitions ok?

• how about that list of other words for „Stupid and silly people“?
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1. Teenagerin
2. England
3. Ball
4. Konto
5. rollerbladen
6. Covidiot
7. gut
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Transcript of corpus citation
for gut as caesura marker 
plus explanation of dialogue 
context and analysis of the 
citation
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Question: How do we cover the function of certain words in verbal interaction (dialogues, 
group discussions, etc.) adequately in dictionaries?

Lexicographic challenges
• limited corpora of spoken language

• technical complexity of data processing and analysis

• words may have functions in spoken interactions, and not meanings→ description?

• words may be part of complex constructions with specific functions in spoken interactions
→ lemmatization?

• How to document the relation between words in spoken and in written language?
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1. Teenagerin
2. England
3. Konto
4. rollerbladen
5. Covidiot
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systematicity vs. flexibility

descriptivity vs. prescriptivity

highly structured lexicographic vs. narrative lexicographic
description description

‚naive‘ lexicographic description vs. ‚woke‘ lexicographic description

written language vs. spoken language
and the language in between (social media communication)

digital vs. print
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… is a forum for project presentations and a chance to learn from others and their
feedback:

• 2006: project elexiko (online dictionary of contemporary German; 
authors: Klosa/Schnörch/Storjohann)
2010: proper names in elexiko (authors: Klosa/Schnörch/Schoolaert)

• 2018: neologism detection and lexicographic description
(authors: Klosa/Lüngen) 

• 2018: LeGeDe (prototype of a dictionary of spoken German; 
authors: Meliss/Möhrs/Batinić/Perkuhn)
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… is a source for finding inspiration from other authors:

Source: https://euralex.org/publications/
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• 2024: Lexicography and semantics
• 2022: Dictionaries and society
• 2020: Lexicography for inclusion
• 2018: Lexicography in global contexts
• 2016: Lexicography and linguistic diversity
• 2014: The user in focus
• 2012: Lexicography and national identity
• 2010: Lexicography of lesser used languages
• 2008: 25 years studying dictionaries
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… is part of the world wide endeavors to promote 
lexicography

Source: GLOBALEX, https://globalex.link/associations/
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