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Introduction

In Art History and Archaeology
scholars use documents to study ob-
jects together with their meaning, rela-
ted people, locations, times and events.
Within this effort Art History has been
defined as the history of all man-made
things (Kubler, 1962), which implies a
focus on the dynamics of interrelated
objects — the growth of what can be seen
as the coral reef of culture (Gombrich,
1979).

Animportant question in this domain
is the definition or emergence of canon,
L.e. the set of most popular objects, which
everybody knows or supposedly should
know in a given area —such as Da Vinct’s
‘Mona Lisa’ and Botticelli‘s “Venus® in
painting or the Colosseum and the Pan-
theon in architecture.
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Subject Popularity

Ancient Monuments in Renaissance Documents (ca. 1400-1600 AD) as recorded in the

Census of Antiqgue Works of Art and Architecture Known in the Renaissance (1947-2005)
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Ancient Monument
Arch of Constantine (triumphal arch)
Pantheon (temple)
Arch of Septimius Severus (triumphal arch)
Colosseum (amphitheatre)
Laocoon (group of statues)
Column of Trajan (honorific column)
Arch of Titus (triumphal arch)
Baths of Diocletian (thermae)
Basilica of Constantine (basilica)
Temple of Mars Ultor (temple)
Hor s (group of
Forum of Nerva (forum)
Baths of Caracalla (thermae)
Theatre of Marcellus (theatre)
Temple of Antoninus and Faustina (temple)
Equestrian Statue of Marcus Aurelius (equestrian statue)
Apollo Belvedere (statue)
Mausoleum of Hadrian (sepulchral monument)
Temple of Minerva (temple)
Septizonium (facade)
Temple of Castor and Pollux (temple)
Regisole (equestrian statue)
Temple of Saturn (temple)
Curia Julia (curia)
ic Sar (sar )
Temple of Serapis (temple)
Forum Augustum (forum)
Forum of Trajan (forum)
Torso Belvedere (statue)
Basilica Aemilia (basilica)
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Canons are tails within tails !
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Canons are tails within tails !




Canons are tails within tails !




Visual Subject Co-Popularity

classification criterion
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Visual Subject Co-Popularity
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60144
60293
61706
61203
61296

Rivergod Marforio Aristogeiton Boy with Vase Nile Crouching Venus Venus a
(statue) (statue) (statue) (group of statues) (statue) (statue)
151330 151500 151509 151520 151527 157758

Anonymus Cantabrigensis unattributed: 0a Carp, Girolamo unattriuted
Cambridge, Trinty Coll.  Berln, SMBPK, Kupferstichkabinett Torino, Biol Reale Berlin, SMBPK, Kupferstichkabinett
Cambridge Sketchbook Heemskerck Aloum 1T Contratazion! Heemskerck k. 1
(post 1550-ante 1562) (undated) (1549-1553) nly (undated)

Documents

Anonymus Cantabrigensis: Cambridge, Trinity Coll. / Cambridge Sketchbook / (post 1550-ante 1562)
unattributed: Berlin, SMBPK, Kupferstichkabinett / Heemskerck Album II / (undated)

Da Carpi, Girolamo: Torino, Bibl. Reale / Contraffazioni / (1549-1553)

Aldroandi, Ulisse: Aldroandi 1562 / (1562) [text only]

Aldroandi, Ulisse: Aldroandi 1556 / (1556) [text only]

unattributed: Berlin, SMBPK, Kupferstichkabinett / Heemskerck Skb. I / (undated) b




Visual Subject Co-Popularity
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Anonymus Cantabrigensis:
Cambridge, Trinity Coll. /
Cambridge Sketchbook /
(post 1550-ante 1562)

unattributed:

Berlin, SMBPK, Kupferstichkabinett /|
Heemskerck Album II /

(undated)

Da Carpi, Girolamo:
Torino, Bibl. Reale /
Contraffazioni /
(1549-1553)

unattributed:

Berlin, SMBPK, Kupferstichkabinett /|
Heemskerck Skb. I /

(undated)
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