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 “Facebook for Scientists”
...but different to Facebook!

 A repository of research
methods

 A community social network
 A Virtual Research

Environment

 Open source (BSD) Ruby
on Rails application with
HTML, REST and SPARQL
interfaces

 Project started March 2007
 Closed beta since July 2007
 Open beta November 2007

myExperiment currently has 1800 registered users, 145 groups,
600 Taverna workflows plus 80 others, and 50 packs
Go to www.myexperiment.org to access publicly available
content or create an account





 User Profiles
 Groups
 Friends
 Sharing
 Tags
 Workflows
 Developer interface
 Credits and Attributions
 Fine control over privacy
 Packs
 Federation
 Enactment
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Bringing it
to the user

iGoogle Taverna Facebook Windows 7



http://usefulchem.wikispaces.com/page/code/EXPLAN001http://www.microsoft.com/mscorp/tc/trident.mspx

http://www.mygrid.org.uk/tools/taverna/

Sharing pieces of process



 Paul writes workflows for identifying biological
pathways implicated in resistance to
Trypanosomiasis in cattle

 Paul meets Jo. Jo is investigating Whipworm in
mouse.

 Jo reuses one of Paul’s workflow without change.

 Jo identifies the biological pathways involved in
sex dependence in the mouse model, believed to
be involved in the ability of mice to expel the
parasite.

 Previously a manual two year study by Jo had
failed to do this.

Reuse, Recycling, Repurposing
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Exporting packs



http://rdf.myexperiment.org/Aggregation/Pack/56



Communications of the ACM 51, 4 (Apr. 2008), 52-
58

Scientific Discourse Relationships
Ontology Specification

Open Provenance Model



Workflows and Services
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• Understand the next generation of researchers
• Understand the changing nature of research

practice
• Papers will be replaced by discoverable and

shareable Research Objects that are:
– Repeatable
– Replayable
– Reproducible
– Repurposeable
– Robust

Summary



Contact

David De Roure
dder@ecs.soton.ac.uk

Carole Goble
carole.goble@manchester.ac.uk

Visit wiki.myexperiment.org


