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FEHRL’s objectives

Through research collaboration, FEHRL’s statutory 
objectives are to:

• Provide scientific input to EU and national government 
policy on highway engineering and road transport matters.

• Create and maintain an efficient and safe road network in 
Europe.

• Increase innovation in European road construction and 
road-using industries.

• Improve the energy efficiency of highway engineering and 
operations.

• Protect the environment and improve quality of life.



Achieving our objectives

• The success of our activities is defined by the 
impact that it makes and not by how many 
reports we create
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Reflecting Europe’s road needs
FEHRL’s approach is that research on road transport 
needs to reflect national and regional differences –

Temperature GeologyRainfall



Completing the research cycle
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Knowledge sharing with problem owners

• Exchanging knowledge on (research) 
problems and priorities

• The main problem owners are road 
authorities (national and local) and 
industry.
• CEDR, the Conference of European 

Directors of Roads

• Local authorities
• Industry (automotive and construction)
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Knowledge sharing with research partners

• To successful carry out the research, 
strong partnerships are needed; 
• to coordinate internal capacity;

• to access specific research expertise 
(especially to address multi-disciplinary 
issues);

• to meet the strategic/political objectives 
of problem owners or funding agencies;

• to reduce barriers to implementation;
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and reducing barriers to implementation

• To be successful (& ensure implementation),  
we need to involve more countries in the 
research
• avoid the ‘not invented here’ and the ‘it cannot 

work here’ syndrome.

• Proof of concept
• Industry often has different levels of proof

• Translation to standards 
• Performance specifications help to foster innovation

• Language considerations
• Important to involve local experts
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How to get this research implemented?
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FEHRLOPEDIA
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End word......

• The ARCHES/SPENS projects may be 
finishing but the work doesn’t stop here.

• Support the implementation of the results

• Learn what works – and what doesn’t

• I look forward to hearing an update of 
experience in one year time

• Encourage the sharing of knowledge
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Thanks for listening

www.fehrl.org
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