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Pile-dwellings are settlements on wet
grounds, lake shores or marshlands. 

Alpine region

Period of 3000 years on Ljubljana moor.
4600 – 1600 BC

Villages existed for a maximum of
a 100 years.

Why?

What?

Were?

When? 

How?



June 17th 1875

DISCOVERY OF 
PILE-DWELLINGS ON 
LJUBLJANA MOOR

9 days later

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS

Dragotin Dežman
(Karel Deschmann)

1821-1889
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Drainage channels
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Maine settlements
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~ 2600 BC

~ 3500 BC

~ 4600 BC
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The lake drains, the moor begins 1600 BC
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- First permanent settlements
- First peasants
- First potters
- First metallurgists

The Pile-dwellers are important:

- Oldest found wheel in the world.
5150 years before present- day
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Prehistoric idol
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1.  Turizmu pomaga lastna glava
(Youth project of the Tourist 

Association of Slovenia)

2.  The Establishment of 
touristic- research group in 
DFG Ig

3.  The union of DFG Ig and   
Institute of Archaeology ZRC SAZU

Project – In the Land of Pile-dwellers
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Project – In the Land of Pile-dwellers

8 seasons of lectures
Barje ali te poznam?
(Barje do I know you?)  

Project In the Land of Pile-
dwellers fouded with the
help of Leader.

Results:
• Koliščarski dan, 

(Pile-dwellers day)
• Youth Pile-dwellers Camp
• Permanent archaeological, 

exhibition of Pile-dwellers,
• Publication activity.
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Future Goals

• 5 man-size sculptures 
of Pile-dwellers

• International 
Pile-dwelling day 
UNESCO
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Their message for us nowadays

The pile dwellers lived in the 
nature and with the nature.

Pile-dwellers gave a strong identity to this 
area and are therefore important for our 
identity on the local, national and worldwide 
scale (pending UNESCO heritage site).


