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What’s Wordnik? 



Bret Victor, Worrydream 



CC-BY-NC 2.0 sweetjessie 
 



Users prefer  

published imperfection to 

unpublished perfection.  

              

          [Burnett, 1979] 





52% of words  

are 

undocumented  

in English 

dictionaries 

 

aridification 

slenthem 

deletable 
 

 

Michel et al., Quantitative Analysis of 

Culture Using Millions of Digitized 

Books, Science 2010 



Obligatory Wittgenstein Reference 

The meaning of a word is its 

use in the language. 

Ben Richards 1947 



Not-So-Obligatory Trench Reference 

Let the quotations yield as 

much information as they can 

be made to yield, in 

subordination to their primary 

purpose, which is, to illustrate 

the word, and not to tell us 

about the thing; and in the 

due and happy selection of 

these, so as, if possible, to 

combine both objects, the 

lexicographer may display 

eminent skill.  

Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin 
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What Have We Learned? 



CC-BY-NC-SA 2.0 Andrew Kurjata 
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What’s Real? 



CC-BY-2.0 no3rdw 



Flickr: CC-BY-NC-2.0 cully 
 



Flickr: BY- NC-ND  2.0 donnagrayson 



http://www.wordnik.com


Flickr: BY- NC-ND  2.0 fabfunkydiva 



Flickr: BY- NC-SA  2.0 weirdcrap 
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What’s Next? 



Flickr: BY-NC-SA 2.0: thepma 





erin@wordnik.com 

@emckean 

@wordnik 

mailto:erin@wordnik.com

