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Online*Boundary*Regula5on*
! People*want*to*preserve&offline&
rela5onship*boundaries*

! Online&boundary&regula:on&(being*more*
open*or*more*closed*online)*is*used*to*
preserve*exis5ng*offline*boundaries*

! People*engage*in*a*specific*type*of*online*
boundary*regula5on:*boundary&
preserva:on&&
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Summary*of*Phase*1*Results*
!  Reconfirmed**
…Concerns*C16C8*are*prevalent*in*LSS*

! Online*Boundary*Regula5on*is*actually*
Boundary&Preserva:on&
…Namely,*people*are*defending*boundaries*of*
their*offline*rela5onships*

!  Boundary*Preserva5on*Concerns**
…lead*to*privacy*concerns*C16C8*

! Next*step*
…convert*these*concepts*into*survey*items*to*
confirm*this*is*a*more*general*phenomenon*
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Generalizing*Findings*
Online*Survey*(N=1532)*



Relevant*Survey*Items*
! Boundary*Preserva5on*Concern*item**
! Privacy*Concern*items*(C1)6(C8)*
!  Social*Media*Use**
◦  Facebook,*MySpace,*Twioer,*Instant*
Messaging,*Social*Media*Games,*Other*

! Demographics**
◦  age,*gender,*educa5on,*geographic*region*

! Controls**
◦  smart*phone,*data*plan*



Privacy*Concern*Items*
Label& Item&

BPC& I’m&worried&LSS&will&change&my&rela:onship&with&others&&

C1* I*am*bothered*that*others*share*so*much*informa5on*with*me**

C2* I*am*concerned*that*if*I*share*too*much*informa5on,*I*would*bother*
others**

C3* I*worry*that*I*might*share*informa5on*with*more*people*than*I*
intend*to**

C4* I*worry*about*feeling*compelled*to*interact*with*others*online**

C5* I*worry*that*what*my*friends*share*will*reflect*badly*on*me**

C6* I’m*worried*about*knowing*the*social*e5queoe*of*using*LSS*(e.g.*
who*to*friend,*what*to*share,*etc.)**

C7* I’m*concerned*about*being*able*to*control*who*sees*my*loca5on**

C8* I’m*worried*others*would*join*me*at*an*inappropriate*5me*if*I*share*
my*loca5on**
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Model*Results**

Social 
media 

use 

Boundary 
Preservation!

Concern!
(BPC) 

C1 

C5 

C2 

C4 

C3 

C6 

C8 

C7 

−0.240***!
 

0.221*** 

0.144  p=0.018"
 

0.224*** 

0.254***"
 

0.328*** 

0.463*** 

0.350*** 

0.332*** 

Standardized effect sizes"
*** represents p < 0.001"

Fit&Indices&
χ2(8)*=*9.428,**p*=*0.3075************✔*
CFI*=*0.999 * ****✔ "
RMSEA*=*0.019*[0.000,*0.057]***✔ "

WRMSR*=*0.291 ****** ****✔*

Demographics 

Controls 



Key*Finding*#1*
Privacy*concerns*are*symptoms*of*
Boundary*Preserva5on*concern**

"  Higher*BPC*leads*to*higher*privacy*concerns*
"  Lower*BPC*lowers*privacy*concerns*

*
Example:*Google+*

"  Circles*allow*you*to*group*people*by*rela5onship*
type*

"  Next*step*is*providing*ways*to*define*and*defend*
those*rela5onship*boundaries**



Key*Finding*#2*
Increased*social*media*use*decreases*
Boundary*Preserva5on*concerns*

"  BPC*mediates*effect*of*social*media*use*on*privacy*
concerns*

"  Suggests*they*are*beoer*at,*or*less*concerned*
about*preserving*boundaries**

*
Example:**

"  Heavy*social*media*users*more*likely*to*dive*into*
new*technologies*like*Google+**

" What*are*boundary*preserva5on*techniques*of*
heavy*users?**



Key*Finding*#3*

High*correla5on*(r=0.647)*between**
"  ***Concern*about*who*can*see*my*loca5on*
"  ***Concern*someone*will*join*me*

Example:**
"  Google+*allows*sharing*to*specific*circle*
"  Ambiguous*how*to*use*this*info*



Future*Work*
!  Expand*Boundary'Preserva8on'concept*
beyond*single6item*

!  Impact*of*Boundary'Preserva8on'on*
adop5on**

!  Disposi5onal*predictors*of*Boundary'
Preserva8on'concern*

Future*Challenges*for*Researchers*
!  Explore*Boundary'Preserva8on'concept*in*
other*social*media*
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Summary*Key*Findings*
1.  Privacy*concerns*are*symptoms*of*

Boundary*Preserva5on*concern**
"  Higher*BPC*leads*to*higher*privacy*concerns*
"  Lower*BPC*lowers*privacy*concerns*

2.  Increased*social*media*use*decreases*
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"  BPC*mediates*effect*of*social*media*use*on*privacy*

concerns*
"  Suggests*they*are*beoer*at,*or*less*concerned*about****
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