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A simple (huge) goal: an entry (and URI) for 
every corporate legal entity in the world

URI is based on the company register 
ID, meaning it’s open and IP-free

Also importing public data – 

trademarks, government spending, 

official registers & gazette notices...
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All Openly Licensed, allowing 

free reuse, even commercially
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5 core uses

Thursday, 7 June 2012



1. An open identifying system

URIs can be used as common identifiers among a 
variety of organisations 

Can be used without reference to OpenCorporates

Because they map to the id issued by the company 
register the corresponding entry in the registry (and 
associated info) can be found, and vice versa

Fits the new EU Business Vocabulary 

Can even by used for companies in jurisdiction we 
haven’t yet imported
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2. The simple search

Not to be underestimated

Massively reduces friction 
(how long will it take you 
to find and search 
multiple jurisdictions)

Allows what if questions

Potentially generates 
stories in its own right
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3. Source for additional info

Addresses, filings, 
status, websites...

Intl trademarks, UK 
govt spending, official 
notices, health & safety 
violations...

Other IDs: SEC, CAGE, 
etc – allows reverse 
mapping queries, e.g. 
show me legal entitity 
mapped to a CIK code 
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4. Reconciliation
(matching names to legal entities)

Clean up messy 
company names 
(& prev names) 
to legal entity, 
and from there 
to other data

Google Refine 
reconciliation 
service (specific 
to jurisdiction) 
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5. The platform

API: allows all 
information to be 
retrieved as data, 
even searches 

Users can now 
add data too

Coming soon: the 
option to match 
data to 
companies
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New feature: directors/officers

We’ve just 
started 
importing & 
indexing 
company 
directors & 
officers, 
allowing search 
by name, & 
finding links 
between them 
and other 
companies

similarly named

other resources
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How have we done it?

1. Started small, 
with just three 
countries and 
3 million 
companies

2. Increasingly 
using official 
sources, where 
this is possible (i.e. 
the company 
registers are open 
and make data 
available)
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How have we done it?
3. Leveraged the 
open data 
community and 
ScraperWiki to 
scrape company 
registers around 
the world

4. Worked with 
governments to 
help understand 
the problems – EU, 
World Bank, G20 
Financial Stability 
Board, etc
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The technology
Vanilla, commodity open-source software, hosted on our 
own UK-based servers

Database MySQL 
(but considering PostgreSQL)

Search Solr 
(but considering ElasticSearch)

Code Ruby 
(RubyOnRails main app, Sinatra API, 

vanilla Ruby for various internal libraries)

Webserver Nginx (webserver) + Memcached 
(caching) + Redis (queue + persistence)
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How do we pay for all this?

Unlike many open data projects, we’re a for-profit 
company – the open data movement needs successful 
companies if it’s going to have a diverse ecosystem

But we’re a company whose business model is 
dependent on making more data open, and an 
advisory board to make sure we do the right thing

Not yet looking for customers, but...
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How do we pay for all this?
Two projected sources of income

Services model, especially around cleansing data/
reconciliation. Of course, you can use our API, 
reconciliation service without asking us, but it may be 
cheaper to pay us to do it. Ditto custom extracts, and 
verticals

Dual-licence model – contribute back to the community 
either with data, or financial support, e.g. if you have a 
proprietary database you may not want to be bound by 
the share-alike attribution restrictions

And we already have some (small) customers 
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The problems

Getting the data Company registers have forgotten their 
main role is as public record, and actively work to prohibit 
free and open access to the data
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The problems

Understanding the data Language, legal and cultural 
issues, not to mention the complexity of the subject
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The problems

Normalising the data How do we abstract company 
types, status, industry codes, addresses, etc
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W3C Business Vocabulary

What are 
we doing?

Why are we 
doing it?

What does 
it mean?

Where is it 
going?
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The problems

Handling the data Over 150 million rows in some tables 
(slow schema changes), heavy reading and writing, 
evolving understanding of the problems and solutions
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Now over 43 million companies in 50 jurisdictions

Including 23 US states   
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