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What are Open Educational Resources (OERs)? 

UNESCO defines Open Educational Resources 

(OERs) as: 

 Learning especially eLearning resources and tools 

 Released under an open intellectual property licence or in 

the public domain, allowing free use, re-use, and re-sharing 



What are the benefits of OERs? 

“Benefits and challenges of OER for higher education institutions”, Cheryl Hodgkinson-Williams 

http://www.slideshare.net/mpaskevi/benefits-and-challenges-of-oer-for-higher-education-institutions


What is the UNESCO OER Programme 

 OER Platform  

 OER Policy Guidelines for Higher Education 

 OER Community on the WSIS Platform 

 OER Research Chairs: AU, Canada OU Netherlands 

 UNESCO IITE OER Gateway 

 

 Publications 

 Large projects - UEMOA 

 Partnerships: Commonwealth of Learning (COL) 

 

 2012 World OER Conference, Paris, June 

http://www.wsis-community.org/
https://unescochair.athabascau.ca/
http://oer.unescochair-ou.nl/
http://iite.unesco.org/oer/


www.wsis-community.org 



The World OER Congress? 

 20 – 22 June 

 UNESCO HQ, Paris 

 

3 Objectives 

 Release the Paris OER Declaration 

 Showcase the world’s best OER 

 Celebrate the 10th anniversary of 2002 UNESCO Forum 
 

 Governments, civil society, academia 

 6 worldwide regional Forums 

 www.unesco.org/oercongress  

 

http://www.unesco.org/oercongress








10 Articles of the Paris OER Declaration 

a) Foster awareness and use of OER 

b) Facilitate enabling environments for use of ICT 

c) Reinforce the development of strategies and policies on OER. 

d) Promote the understanding and use of open licensing frameworks 

e) Support capacity building for the sustainable development of quality 

learning materials 

f) Foster strategic alliances for OER 

g) Encourage the development and adaptation of OER in a variety of 

languages and cultural contexts 

h) Encourage research on OER 

i) Facilitate finding, retrieving and sharing of OER 

j) Encourage the open licensing of educational 

materials produced with public funds 



What is the impact of OER on Academia? 

a) OpenCourseware Consortium 

b) iTunes U 

c) MOOCs – EdX, Coursera, Udacity 

NY Times 2012 Year of the MOOC 

d)University of the People 

e)P2PU 

f) OER university 

• Traditional, thousand-year old academic model will be 

affected 

• Learners have far more (global) choices – enrol with 

clicks 

• Teachers have to open up  

http://www.ocwconsortium.org/
http://www.apple.com/education/itunes-u/
https://www.edx.org/
https://www.coursera.org/
http://www.udacity.com/
http://nyti.ms/Uwcs4L
http://www.uopeople.org/
https://p2pu.org/en/
http://wikieducator.org/OER_university/Home
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