
The Poetics of  Everyday Objects 
August de los Reyes 
 
Design Director, Artefact 
www.artefactgroup.com 
 
Affiliate Instructor, Division of  Design 
University of  Washington 
Images used under (cc) or Educational Fair Use where appropriate 



August 



(cc)Paul Worthington 





(cc) JPChamberland 



www.artefactgroup.com 



































 



(cc)bslmmrs 



(cc)Taylor.McBirde 



(cc)sharon.schneider 



http://abesauer.com/category/this-thing-that-thing/page/2/ 



http://www.thehardtackle.com/index.php/world-cup10-day-8-the-best-english-group-since-the-beatles-in-tatters/ 



(cc) Andy Miah 



August 













august@post.harvard.edu 

@augustdlr 

august 



Quarter-Life Crisis 













Arts, Philosophy, and Social Sciences 



A Turning Point 







River/Fleuve 



River/Fleuve Stream/Rivière 





(cc) Denis Barthel 





(cc) philmciver (cc) philmciver 



(cc) whl.travel 





(cc)Cogdogblog/Alan Levine (cc)jaymiek 



It is the differences that are the same. 



Cognitive Psychology 
Structural Linguistics 
Political Economics 
Software Development 



Cognitive Psychology 
Structural Linguistics 
Political Economics 
Software Development 



NUI   



GUI    NU I   



It is the differences that are the same. 



RECALL  

DIRECTED  

HIGH-­‐LOW  

DISCONNECTED  

STATIC  

RECOGNITION  

EXPLORATORY  

DOUBLE  MEDIUM  

INDIRECT  

RESPONSIVE  

INTUITION  

CONTEXTUAL  

FAST  FEW  

UNMEDIATED  

EVOCATIVE  

SYNTHESIS  

ANTICIPATORY  

CONSTANT  ZERO  

EXTENSIVE  

FLUID  

CL I    GU I    NU I    ?   



?   



NOT OUTCOMES, BUT INGREDIENTS 



Semantic 
Syntactic 
Pragmatic 



Semantics 



DUALISMS 



DUALISMS 



Body and Soul 



Culture and Nature 



Subject and Object 



Work and Play 





http://www.neticons.net/prickles/ 



dialectic 



Designer and Developer 





 









The Center and The Other 



Syntactics  







http://www.wtface.com/ 

http://wtface.com/object/30356-face-in-an-object
http://wtface.com/object/5116-brix-have-been-shat
http://wtface.com/object/1773-so-uhhhh-hows-it-goin
http://wtface.com/object/26949-baby-lolchairs-are-amused
http://wtface.com/object/1823-angry-pasta-is-angry
http://wtface.com/object/1693-hey-its-the-guy-from-the-e
http://wtface.com/object/16235-wtf-is-that-supposed-to-me
http://wtface.com/object/1802-d
http://wtface.com/object/1689-the-house-sees-what-you-did
http://wtface.com/object/1843-cant-blink-must-keep-same
http://wtface.com/object/29153-face-in-an-object
http://wtface.com/object/12606-sometimes-caffeine-doesn-t
http://wtface.com/object/27484-i-want-that-car
http://wtface.com/object/1828-whoa-thats-a-big-piercing
http://wtface.com/object/10376-weeeeeeeee-___




Learnability > Discoverability 
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