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SPARC, the Scholarly Publishing and
Academic Resources Coalition, is an
international alliance of academic and
research libraries working to create a
more open system of scholarly
communication.

www.sparc.arl.org • @SPARC_NA



@txtbks @R2RCScholarly Publishing & Academic 
Resources Coalition  sparc.arl.org

Launched in Summer 2009

Built around the Student Statement
on the Right to Research: access to
research is a student right

International alliance of 77 graduate &
undergraduate student organizations,
representing nearly 7 million students
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Link to full paper: 

bit.ly/OERpolicypaper

mailto:http://bit.ly/OERpolicypaper


@txtbks @R2RCScholarly Publishing & Academic 
Resources Coalition  sparc.arl.org

Outline

• Introduction

• Defining OER Policy

• Types of OER Policy
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public policy 
is about solving 
public problems
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How can policymakers 
leverage #OER as a 
solution to public 

problems?
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Open Educational Resources 
(OER) are defined as teaching, 
learning, & research resources 

that reside in the public domain 
or have been released under an 
intellectual property license that 

permits their free use or re-
purposing by others.

Free + Reuse Rights
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“OER policies are laws, 
rules and courses of 
action that facilitate 
the creation, use or 

improvement of OER” 
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OER Public Policy

Criteria for our definition of OER 
public policy:

1. Policy is formally adopted by a 
governmental entity

2. Policy directly relates to OER
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Policy Features

• Forum: the general system or level of 
gov’t in which the policy operates.

• Scope: the limits of the policy, incl. 
timeframe and to whom it applies.

• Actor: the entity responsible for 
formally adopting a policy. 
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“OER policy leverages #OER as a 
solution to public problems” @r2rc 

@txtbks #ocwglobal

Tweet-Sized Summary
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Our perspective

• As we’re based in Washington D.C., we 
tend to be most familiar with North 
American policies

• The OER community in North America 
tends to place more emphasis on 
textbooks and course materials than 
those elsewhere

• We want to hear your perspective!
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Types of OER Policy

Based on our review of OER policies, 
we identified four categories: 

1. Licensing Policies

2. Resource Policies

3. Inducement Policies

4. Framework Policies
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licensing policies
insert open licensing into
existing systems that create 
educational resources
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1,000+ 
Congressional advocacy visits
over the past 4.5 years
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resource policies
allocate resources directly
to support creation, use 
and improvement of OER



@txtbks @R2RCScholarly Publishing & Academic 
Resources Coalition  sparc.arl.org



@txtbks @R2RCScholarly Publishing & Academic 
Resources Coalition  sparc.arl.org

inducement policies
call for or incentivize
actions to support OER 
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framework policies
create pathways or 
mitigate barriers for 
action to support OER
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Overlap of Policy Types

• Governments can have overlapping 
OER policies that span multiple 
categories & interoperate

• Example: MoU between Canadian 
provinces is a framework policy, but 
the individual province’s policy to 
support the creation of OER would 
be a resource policy.
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Licensing Policies

• Most clear opportunity – uses existing 
systems to generate OER

• All governments fund educational 
resources at some level, so can adopt 
licensing policies

• Opportunity to extend beyond 
education into research, data, etc.

• Capitalize on momentum for policies 
on Open Access and Open Data
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Resource Policies

• Can be challenging where funding is 
scarce, but can be strategic:

• Opportunity to pool resources to 
develop OER everyone can use

• Provide funding to fuel sustainable 
business models

• Support adoption (equally impt.)
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Inducement Policies

• Opportunity to leverage existing 
resources or authority

• Can be low-overhead way to 
advance OER, as a first step

• Particular opportunity around 
performance-based funding
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Framework Policies

• Broadest category, broadest 
opportunity

• Frameworks for collaboration 
between countries for maximum 
benefit

• Remove barriers or change existing 
structures like tenure & promotion
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Conclusions

• Public policy can leverage OER as a 
solution in a wide variety of ways

• Policy changes can advance OER as a 
solution

• Actions and opportunities exist at all 
levels of government

• Advocates should choose the type or 
types of policies to pursue strategically
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