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The Evolution of MERLOT



Brief History of MERLOT
• 1997 - MERLOT developed and hosted at Cal State University, Sonoma
• 1999 - University of Georgia System, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Ed, Univ of North 

Carolina System, and California State University System formed MERLOT ‘cooperative’
• 2000

- January – MERLOT cooperative sponsored 48 Biology, Physics, Business and Teacher Education 
faculty (12 from each system) to develop peer review standards/processes for on-line 
teaching-learning materials

- April - other higher ed sys/institutions invited to join MERLOT cooperative.  
- July - 23 higher ed systems/institutions of higher education had become MERLOT Institutional 

Partners
- New release of MERLOT website 

• 2006 (August)
– 3rd release of MERLOT of website

• 2007 (June)
– 47,000+ members  and 17,000 materials

• 2009 (November) – Content Builder part of MERLOT (from Carnegie)
• 2011-2012

• Over 100,000 members and 35,000 materials.     - Released Translation Tool 
• Content Builder and Web Services upgrades and new Web services 

• October 2013
• MERLOT II released at Educause 2013.  Over 42,500 materials and 117,000 members





OPEN EDUCATION RESOURCE REPOSITORY*

 Registered Members
– 122,000 ~ growing @ 1,000/month

 Materials – categorized by discipline
– 44,700+  Materials in MERLOT
– 3,800  Peer Reviewed materials
– 13,600  materials in “Personal Collections”
– 5,570  materials with member comments

 Usage
~ 90,000 average unique visits per month

* April 20,  201 4



MERLOT's VISION

Premiere online  international community of 
faculty, staff, and student

Users, Members, and Consortium Partners
from around the world who share their pedagogy 

and repository-based
Learning Objects, Open Courses, Open Access 
Textbooks, and Open Access Journal articles



What Is Unique about the MERLOT Collection?

 An OER with 44,000+ teaching and learning materials

 Peer-Reviewed Materials 
 Not a Google search
 Unique peer review by discipline editors and boards
 GrapeCamp training and QM for online courses

 Across Disciplines

 World-wide, Multi-language

 All levels of Education



Anyone can search and 
browse…

To contribute, you must 
register in MERLOT

It’s FREE!



As a MERLOT Member you can:
 Create personal collections

 Contribute materials, comments, and learning exercises

 Develop a personal profile and create a CV

 Share online expertise with others

 Receive peer recognition 

 Become a guest speaker

 Join an Editorial Board - Become a Peer Reviewer

 Find others in a discipline or affiliation



How Do You Register?



Translation in MERLOT II



You can search and find 
members and materials in 

MERLOT

In any language





Advanced Material Search



Advanced Member Search
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Other 
Digital Library Partners 

you can search



In about 20 seconds, 25 materials from each of 
the 12 digital libraries are delivered



Add to the (MERLOT) Collection



All You Need Are a Few Details



Content Builder Overview

• Carnegie Foundation KEEP Toolkit
• Quick and easy way to create [hosted] learning 

materials
• A way to ensure pedagogical context and wrap it 

around/develop a learning material
• Take content and create curriculum in a web page
• Provide instructional value to a learning material
• A place to [reliably] store learning materials 



How To Access the Content Builder



Templates for Authoring



Sample Completed Web Page



Sample Completed Web Page

Creative Commons support
Common Cartridge export



And There’s Still So 
Much More to MERLOT…



Mobile Search Apps
 MERLOT OER Search apps for iOS, Android, and BB  devices.  

 Locate materials on the go. 
 Search all of MERLOT or a narrow search of Open options – Journals, 

textbooks or Courses. 





Web Services, 
LMS’s and more…



MERLOT
Collection

MERLOT
Functions

The MERLOT 
System

MERLOT
Web

Services

Use MERLOT Web Services 
to access MERLOT functions

via alternate website

Access www.merlot.org directly

OR

Basic Search,  Advanced Members and Material search,  Register (forgot 
password/username),  Contribute a Material,  Member Comments,  
Personal Collections,  Federated Search and Register in MERLOT



Integrating MERLOT’s Web Services

MERLOT Web services are being 
used in LMS’s such as Moodle, 

ANGEL, D2L & Blackboard





MERLOT Communities



Discipline Community Portal



One Stop Shopping for Faculty, Staff & Students
http://als.csuprojects.org

http://als.csuprojects.org/


http://voices.merlot.org

http://voices.merlot.org/








JOLT: Journal of Learning and 
Online Teaching – jolt.merlot.org



www.youtube.com/MERLOTplace
MERLOTPlace – YouTube Channel

http://www.youtube.com/MERLOTplace


MERLOT 2014 Conference
http://sloanconsortium.org/conference/2014/et4online/welcome

http://sloanconsortium.org/conference/2014/et4online/welcome


Questions and 
Discussion


	Slide Number 1
	Brief History of MERLOT
	Slide Number 3
	OPEN EDUCATION RESOURCE REPOSITORY*
	Slide Number 5
	What Is Unique about the MERLOT Collection?
	Slide Number 8
	As a MERLOT Member you can:
	How Do You Register?
	Translation in MERLOT II
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Other �Digital Library Partners �you can search
	Slide Number 21
	Add to the (MERLOT) Collection
	All You Need Are a Few Details
	Content Builder Overview
	How To Access the Content Builder
	�Templates for Authoring
	Sample Completed Web Page
	Sample Completed Web Page
	Slide Number 30
	Mobile Search Apps
	Slide Number 32
	Web Services, LMS’s and more…
	Slide Number 34
	Integrating MERLOT’s Web Services
	Slide Number 36
	MERLOT Communities
	Discipline Community Portal
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	News & Info
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	MERLOTPlace – YouTube Channel
	MERLOT 2014 Conference�http://sloanconsortium.org/conference/2014/et4online/welcome
	Slide Number 47

