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“Damaged Goods”, stage design by Anna Viebrock in the city context, Ghent
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Bolotnaya protests, Moscow, 2011
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Gorky Park, Moscow, 2013
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To change the (meta) physical landscape of Russia
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Diagram by David Erixon
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Stock market fluctuations have been modeled by stochastic processes
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FUTURE URBANIST?
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1. Ability to analyse 
The ability to discover, observe and describe causes and consequences and, based on these, to identify new and emerging patterns. It 
includes the ability to see the world in a multidimensional, interdisciplinary way and to establish connections between different 
perspectives (sometimes not obviously related to each other); to work with differences and similarities, advantages and disadvantages, 
constants and variables. 

2. Ability to manage complex information 
The ability to search, collect, sort and structure (big) data and diverse information; to be able to organise facts and figures, ideas and 
opinions in a clear, coherent way for further use; to assess the usability and credibility of different data sources. 

3. Ability to operate on the metacognition level 
The ability to think about the ways of thinking; to interpret information and question knowledge; to assess relevancy and reliability 
specific to situations, purposes or contexts. It includes the abilities to create meta structures and to evaluate them and choose the most 
productive ones, to formulate strategies and to test mental models in a real context directly experienced or observed. 

4. Ability to conceptualise 
The ability to understand and develop concepts and to formulate new notions, relating and comparing them to one another and to 
others existing in the domain. It’s also the ability to adapt and apply concepts in new areas and contexts, to move between different 
disciplines and discourses, both in an abstract and concrete way. 

5. Ability to edit 
The ability to remain productively critical of one’s own work and the work of the others, to constantly re-evaluate thoughts, conclusions 
or guesses, as well as the very process of work, in relation to the changing environment. Editing here is a core activity, which helps 
maintain a high-degree of resilience and contextual relevancy in a project, without losing its purpose or compromising common values. 
It includes the ability to estrange from one’s own practice and to see it with different eyes, to improve and refine and to defend what’s 
important and to reject the unnecessary. 

6. Ability to collaborate 
The ability to make the most of the human, collective experience and the potential of human collaboration - both between humans and 
between humans and technology networks. It includes the ability to relate to and communicate between different social and cultural 
platforms; to seek interfaces for 
which synergies can be activated through shared purpose, an approach which is particularly important for the multitude of 
stakeholders and active parties involved in urban development. 

7. Ability to communicate 
The ability to participate in and develop a discourse — to discuss, listen, motivate; to make diverse opinions and perspectives 
contextually relevant. It’s also the ability to express subjectivity (and know when subjectivity is being expressed) and to give and receive 
feedback and debate with logic and intellectual rigor; to articulate, to clarify and to reason. 
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A key component of the programme is a research-
based design (RBD) project. 

In an RBD project any design proposal — be it a 
scheme, a model, a system or a programme — should 
be fundamentally supported by research of the 
existing context (historical, cultural, economical, 
political, spatial, etc.) and understanding of the key 
factors affecting its development. 

Systematic multidisciplinary investigation informs and 
enriches the design process, ensuring an optimal level 
of problematization as well as the quality and 
relevancy of the proposed solution. 

RESEARCH_BASED DESIGN PROJECT
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RESEARCH

Prisoners of GULAG, 1937. NKVD archives
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RESEARCH

The Country of Punishment. By Isabella Chichonska, 2013. Strelka Institute
Research on the spatial/social organization of the Russian penitentiary system 
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RESEARCH-BASED DESIGN

Project by Kuba Snopek, 2013. Strelka Institute
Research on the spatial/social organization of the Russian penitentiary system Friday, 15 May 15
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448 Public Libraries in Moscow
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History of Public Libraries System in Moscow
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Houses of Culture

Houses of Young Pioneers District Policlinics

Museums of Local History
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Strategy for development of Moscow Public Libraries Mayor of Moscow in the re-organized library, 2014
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-- Architecture

-- Branding

-- Programming of services

-- Creating user communities

-- Education
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-- Architecture

-- Branding

-- Programming of services

-- Creating user communities

-- Education
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5 Pilot Projects in Moscow
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Reception in the Post-Soviet Library
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Post-Soviet Library: emptiness
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2012
300 visitors per month

2014
300 visitors per day
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Library Kunsthalle
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2013	
  -­‐	
  2014

380	
  000	
  
new	
  library	
  members	
  in	
  the	
  city
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